Kevin R. Hall
P.O. Box 756 Kinderhook, New York 12106
518-755-8128 Cell
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August 5, 2015
NYS Department of State Division of Licensing Services Complaint Review Office
PO Box 22001
Albany, NY 12201­2001

Complaints@dos.ny.gov
Re:  Formal Complaint and Request for Investigation against Attorney-NOTARY Bruce. A. Burns, Esq.
Statement Added to Preliminary Statement of Complaint Form; Estate of Robert A. Hall To Whom It May Concern:
I am writing to make and file this Formal Complaint and request for Investigation against an Attorney also acting as a Notary Public named Bruce A. Burns of Westchester County, although the primary acts complained of herein occurred at the second-home “office” of Mr. Burns located in the town of Spencertown, NY in Columbia County.  The nature of the complaint involves what I deem to be very serious misconduct both as a Notary Public and Attorney also acting as a Notary Public.
I am requesting that Notary-Attorney Bruce Burns, Esq., be investigated for Untrustworthy, Deceitful, Dishonest, False and Fraudulent conduct, as well as Incompetent conduct, material misrepresentations, conflicts of interest as well as being an “Interested party”, having a pecuniary and financial interest at an “Initial Consultation” and while acting as a Notary Public on Feb. 10, 2015 in the preparation, drafting, execution, Notarization and filing of documents in relation to the Estate of my father, Robert A. Hall, who suddenly and unexpectedly passed away on Feb. 4th, 2015.
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/timesunion-albany/obituary.aspx?pid=174074174
The fraud was not known at the time this “Initial Consultation” was held at the second-home office of Mr. Bruce Burns on Feb. 10, 2015 and was discovered approximately a month after this date on or about March 13th  of 2015 by documents emailed and provided directly by Mr. Bruce A. Burns., one of which clearly demonstrates that Mr. Burns was a Financially “interested” party as of Feb. 9th  2015, having a direct pecuniary and financial interest in the drafting, execution, and Notarization of the Waivers herein and thus was not the type of independent and neutral “Notary Public” as required by law rendering the Waivers signed on Feb. 10th, 2015  void and a legal nullity.

There are multiple Witnesses involved including the “interested” Witnesses James J. Hall, Maureen Van Tassel, Karen Sorros, and Jason Hall, my siblings and co-heirs of the Estate under laws of intestacy as my father passed away without a Will to my knowledge.  It is presently unknown to what extent these Witnesses were actively and knowingly involved in the Fraud and misconduct by Bruce A. Burns, Esq.
It is noted to this Executive State Agency, however, that after the Fraud was discovered a month or so later on or around  March 13, 2015 and after Mr. Burns was requested to Voluntarily withdraw from Representation as Attorney and voluntarily withdraw the fraudulently obtained Waivers and related filings herein, Mr. Burns not only has refused to do so, but has continued to communicate with at least one “interested” Witness, Maureen Van Tassel and likely the others in relation to the fraud and background.  Thus, in the course of investigation, I request that this Executive Agency consider to what extent Mr. Bruce Burns has “colluded” with the “interested” Witnesses after his fraud was discovered.
It is noted and complained herein that Mr. Bruce A. Burns, Attorney and Notary Public, has likely engaged in Criminal conduct although it is unknown to what extent, if any,  the “interested”
Witnesses Maureen Van Tassel, James J. Hall, Karen Sorros and Jason Hall have knowingly participated in any such suspected Criminal conduct. It is believed that the likely criminal conduct and violations Mr. Burns is suspected as having committed include but are not limited to violations of State
Executive Law Sec. 135-a ( misdemeanor ), Penal Law Section 170.10 Forgery in the Second Degree, a Class D Felony, Penal Law Section 175.40 Issuing a False Certificate, a Class E Felony, Penal Law Section 175.35 Offering a False Instrument for Filing in the First Degree, a Class E Felony, PL Section
170.30, Offering a False Instrument for Filing in the Second Degree, a Class A Misdemeanor, and Penal Law Section 190.00 Official Misconduct, a Class A Misdemeanor.
I note the following from the Dept. of State’s own Website and the Executive Law of the State of New York:
“Executive Law Misconduct by a notary and removal from office. A notary public who, in the performance of the duties of such office shall practice any fraud or deceit, is guilty of a misdemeanor (Executive Law, §135-a), and may be removed from office.”
To be very clear about the facts involved with this complaint, there is no question or dispute that I, Kevin R. Hall, Date of Birth 12-14-67, on Feb. 10th, 2015 placed my Signature on a Waiver document prepared by Attorney and Notary Public Bruce A. Burns.  Thus, the existence of my Signature performed by myself on such date is not in issue and not in dispute.  Instead, it is the facts and circumstances of Fraud, Dishonesty, Deceit, Misrepresentation inducing the Signature and other related matters as set out in this complaint which are at issue.
I have attached to this Complaint the relevant documents drafted, prepared, executed and filed by Mr. Bruce A. Burns, Esq., with said documents being filed by his office with the Surrogate Court of the State of New York, Judge Jonathan Nichols, presiding in Columbia County. I have also attached the Billing Statement that exposed the Fraud and the Retainer Agreement drafted and prepared by Mr.
Bruce A. Burns as a Financially “interested” party taking the Notaries of 4 siblings, myself, Kevin R. Hall, James J. Hall, Karen Sorros, and Jason Hall, as well as taking the Notary of Maureen Van Tassel on a Petition to appoint her as an Administrator of the Estate.

OFFICE AND NOTARY INFORMATION FOR MR. BRUCE A. BURNS, ESQ:
It is difficult to read the Notary License number on the copies of the relevant documents so I have attached all of these documents as relevant exhibits.
Mr. Burns lists his Westchester Office as part of the Notary stamp at 30 Glenn Street, Suite 105, White Plains, NY 10603 with White Plains Office number 914-397-1130 but also Columbia County number 518-392-5384.
The Columbia County office address for Mr. Bruce A. Burns to my knowledge appears to simply be his second home ( “home-office” ) at P.O. Box 172, 419 Crow Hill Rd, Spencertown, NY 12165 phone number 518-392-5384.
SUMMARY OF COMPLAINT:
I, Kevin R. Hall, of Kinderhook, NY 12106 allege that Notary-Attorney Bruce A. Burns, Esq. of both Westchester and Columbia County acted Dishonestly and Deceitful both as an attorney and Notary Public committing fraud upon myself and the Estate of my father, Robert A. Hall, and the Surrogate Court of the State of New York in Columbia County. It is further alleged that Mr. Burns violated the laws of Notary Publics by taking Notaries as a Pecuniary and Financially Interested party with Conflicts of Interest and failed to take the proper steps and procedure as a Notary Public even on the documents he did Notarize and that this was done to gain improper legal advantage in the Estate of Robert A. Hall and for his own pecuniary self-interest.  Mr. Bruce A. Burns then proceeded to file official documents with the Surrogate Court grounded in fraud and then exercised and took improper legal advantage based on this fraud and continues the improper legal advantage to this very day causing direct financial damages, loss of rights, lost time from work, unnecessary travel expenses, and other damages which continue.  Mr. Burns has been requested to Voluntarily correct the fraud and minimize the damage on more than one occasion but has totally disregarded what I assert are professional obligations to correct the fraud in this matter making this complaint proper at this time and such aggravating conduct should be considered by the NYS Dept. of State in the adjudication of this  complaint.
Fraudulent Inducement to sign Waiver of Citation in Estate case by Material Misrepresentation and Failure to Disclose:
Fraud,

“A false representation of a matter of fact—whether by words or by conduct, by false or misleading allegations, or by concealment of what should have been disclosed—that deceives and is intended to deceive another so that the individual will act upon it to her or his legal injury. Fraud is commonly understood as dishonesty calculated for advantage.”
See,  http://legal­dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/fraud.

“According to Black’s Law Dictionary (not the New York Penal Law), “intent to defraud” means an “an intention to deceive another person, and to induce such other person, in reliance upon such deception, to assume, create, transfer, alter or terminate a right, obligation or power”.
On Feb. 9th, 2015, barely 5 days after my Father suddenly died very unexpectedly, an agreement was made amongst myself and 4 siblings, Maureen Van Tassel, James Hall, Karen Sorros and Jason Hall, to all Meet together the following morning on Tuesday, Feb. 10th, 2015, to meet an attorney named

Bruce A. Burns, Esq., in Spencertown, NY for an Initial Consultation as Prospective Clients.  It was understood on Feb. 9th, 2015, that none of the siblings knew Mr. Burns or had spoken with him about the Estate and this was simply an Initial Consultation after Mr. Burns was suggested by my sister
Karen Sorros as someone her husband Chris Sorros knew who handled these types of cases.
Unknown to myself on the morning of Feb. 10th, 2015 as I drove in the cold weather to meet my siblings for this “Initial Consultation” was the Fact that at least 2 of the Siblings, Maureen Van Tassel and James J. Hall, had a secreted substantial undisclosed Consultation with attorney Bruce A. Burns, Esq., the day before on Feb. 9th, 2015 that was never disclosed by any Sibling on Feb. 10th, 2015 nor Disclosed by Attorney-Notary Public Bruce A. Burns, Esq., who sat silent about these material facts during the “Initial Consultation” of Feb. 10th, 2015, inducing the Signing of a Waiver for the Surrogate Court which apparently gave away important legal rights while not knowing about the secret consultation the day before with Mr. Burns and at least 2 interested parties in the Estate.
This fraud in failing to Disclose the material fact of the “secreted” ( back-door ) Consultation was not Discovered until on or about March 13, 2015 after I obtained copies from Bruce A. Burns, Esq., of the actual filings his office made in the Surrogate Court.  This request for records from Mr. Burns came up after both Mr. Burns acting now as the Estate lawyer and the Siblings who benefitted from the fraud had already taken and exercised Procedural and Substantive legal advantage in the Estate including but not limited to denying myself equal and proper access and use of my Father’s home, an Asset of the Estate, and a place where I had always been welcomed and invited by my Father throughout his entire lifetime living in that home after the Divorce from our mother.  In fact I had lived at the home with my father for nearly 2 years and maintained important, Confidential business records at the home since on or about August of 2008 to the present.
The documents provided by Mr. Burns, Esq., clearly showed he had “Consulted” on Feb. 9, 2015 with at least Maureen Van Tassel and James Hall, the day before what I believed was not only the “Initial Consultation” but the first time any of us siblings met Mr. Burns on Feb. 10th, 2015. In fact, the Billing Records showed that Mr. Burns spent more time during this “secreted” Consultation on Feb. 9th, 2015 than he did with all 5 siblings on Feb. 10th, 2015 and had already determined as of Feb. 9th, 2015 that he had a “client”, Maureen Van Tassel and further had already Billed the Estate and was owed over $200 for Feb. 9th, 2015, fees much greater than those allowed for Notary Fees and yet proceeded to take the Notary of 5 different individuals including myself all with potentially differing interests.  The Retainer Agreement drafted and provided by Mr. Burns on Feb. 10th, 2015, shows that Mr. Burns had at least a Financial Interest of $1000-$1500 ( minimum expected fee ) at stake while acting as a Notary Public after fraudulently inducing the signing of a Waiver on Feb. 10, 2015.
Please note as shown in the more detailed factual background below that while many parts of the Feb. 10th, 2015 “Initial Consultation”  seemed “Odd” on that day, I simply believed my siblings were
acting odd due to Grieving associated with my father’s passing just 5 days before and I was completely unaware of any such secret consultation the day before and again did not learn of this until records were turned over on or around March 13, 2015.
Instead of commencing what I believed was the Initial Consultation on Feb. 10, 2015 with the Disclosure by Notary Public-Attorney Bruce Burns that he had already determined Maureen Van Tassel as a Client and Bill to the Estate the day before, both Notary Public - Attorney Bruce Burns and
the 4 siblings sat wholly silent on Feb. 10th, 2015 failing to disclose the material fact of the occurrence

of the secret consultation on Feb. 9th and remained silent despite myself asking multiple questions during this Consultation which should have revealed the prior consultation the day before although it is asserted that Mr. Bruce Burns had the affirmative duty and legal obligation to Disclose these material facts at the immediate Commencement of any Discussion that day, prior to any statements or questions by myself as a Prospective Client and interested party with differing interests. ( other than perhaps a “hello, please come in and sit in here” ).
I assert that some of the following Rules of Professional Conduct for Attorneys applies and created an affirmative duty and obligation for Mr. Burns to have DISCLOSED the secret consultation of Feb. 9th, 2015 ( the day before ) at the very outset and commencement of the “consultation” on Feb. 10, 2015.  Yet, as complained herein, Notary Public-Attorney Bruce Burns sat silent acting in a deceitful, dishonest and fraudulent manner to induce the signing of a Waiver by myself this day.  I am not
familiar with the Dept of State Rules and obligations that may apply but believe the following from the Code of Professional Responsibility for Lawyers apply:
PART 1200 RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT
http://www.nycourts.gov/rules/jointappellate/ny-rules-prof-conduct-1200.pdf
RULE 4.1.
Truthfulness In Statements To Others
In the course of representing a client, a lawyer shall not knowingly make a false statement of fact or law to a third person.
RULE 4.3.
Communicating With Unrepresented Persons
In communicating on behalf of a client with a person who is not represented by counsel, a lawyer shall not state or imply that the lawyer is disinterested. When the lawyer knows or reasonably should know that the unrepresented person misunderstands the lawyer’s role in the matter, the lawyer shall make reasonable efforts to correct the misunderstanding. The lawyer shall not give legal advice to an unrepresented person other than the advice to secure counsel if the lawyer knows or reasonably should know that the interests of such person are or have a reasonable possibility of being in conflict with the interests of the client.
RULE 1.2.
Scope of Representation and Allocation of Authority Between Client and Lawyer
(d) A lawyer shall not counsel a client to engage, or assist a client, in conduct that the lawyer knows is illegal or fraudulent, except that the lawyer may discuss the legal consequences of any proposed course of conduct with a client.
RULE 1.O
Terminology

(f) “Differing interests” include every interest that will adversely affect either the judgment or the loyalty of a lawyer to a client, whether it be a conflicting, inconsistent, diverse, or other interest.
(i)
“Fraud” or “fraudulent” denotes conduct that is fraudulent under the substantive or procedural law of the applicable jurisdiction or has a purpose to deceive, provided that it does not include conduct that, although characterized as fraudulent by statute or administrative rule, lacks an element of scienter, deceit, intent to mislead, or knowing failure to correct misrepresentations that can be reasonably expected to induce detrimental reliance by another.


Please note that at no time since that fraud was discovered has Mr. Burns or the siblings ever denied the secret consultation of Feb. 9th, 2015 occurred, nor has any of these parties claimed or stated that it was Disclosed on Feb. 10th, 2015.
Also please note that despite several requests to both Mr. Bruce Burns and the Siblings to not only correct the fraud and also provide a detailed statement of the secret consultation, none of the parties have done so.  It is asserted that the failure of Notary Public-Attorney Mr. Bruce Burns and the Siblings to come forward with a simple explanation and Description of the secret, back-door consultation in almost 6 months now should be construed against at least Mr. Burns and is evidence that this was not a simple oversight as I had written to Mr. Burns to come forward and correct the fraud and explain if it was a simple mistake or oversight. Instead, Mr. Burns has continued the
wrongful substantive and procedural legal advantage of having a fraudulently obtained Administrator, Maureen Van Tassel, with unlimited powers to anything desired with Estate which is contrary to express statements and understandings articulated in Mr. Burn’s presence prior to any Notarization of any Waiver.
As set forth below, the complaint also involves the lack of formality and process by which the Notaries were taken.
Further, that Notary Public-Attorney Bruce Burn’s failure to correct the fraud as requested and as I assert his professional obligations required thereafter resulted in Mr. Burns forcing me in to a position where I had to File Suit / Litigate against my own Siblings even before the highly sacred and religious Catholic Rite of Committal ( Burial ) as due to the ice and snowy winter my Father was not able to be buried until Spring.  Rather than address the wrongs herein, Mr. Burns has continued and simply forced me to be the one to file suit in the Surrogate Court which I believe is aggravating conduct to be considered against Mr. Burns.
Because of the difficult snow and ice conditions in Feb. 2015, my Father could not be buried until Spring. This wrongful conduct and fraud continued even before my Father was Buried and thereby interfering with the sacred and highly religious Rite of Committal in the Catholic Church as my father was raised Catholic.  I assert that this interference and fraud remaining uncorrected is further damages by the interference in the Rite of Committal.  In fact, I had left New York by early April, 2015 as the lease of the House I was living in expired March 31, 2015 and was living out of state in Florida at the time my Father was buried.  Even though I had always been welcomed and invited at my Father’s home to stay anytime I asked or wanted and even asked by my father on other occasions,

because of the wrongful fraud and improper advantage by the acts of Mr. Burns I was now being further denied access to my Father’s home as a place to stay temporarily even while I traveled up for the Burial.
The Rite of Committal is the Catholic interment service, at which the body is finally buried or interred. The Rite of Committal may take place at a gravesite, mausoleum crypt or tomb. Family and friends gather together with a priest or deacon to pray over the body one last time. In order to make the burial or  interment site a sacred place for the deceased, the priest or deacon will bless the place before the  body or remains are placed inside. After the site has been blessed, the body or remains will be committed to the earth. The priest or deacon will then recite more prayers, and then everyone will join in to say           the Lord’s Prayer.
https://www.everplans.com/articles/catholic­funeral­traditions


This burial ultimately occurred on May 15, 2015.  Perhaps due to the wrongful emotional harm caused by the Fraud and the moral belief and express desires and wishes of my Father for Family Togetherness and Unity prior to his Passing, I could not bring myself to Initiate a Court battle or even file this Notary complaint which necessarily involves my Siblings at minimum as Witnesses until after my Father’s burial May 15, 2015.  It was hoped that Mr. Burns and / or my Siblings would come forward to correct the Fraud as requested at least by the time of the Burial.  This did not happen and I suspect it is due to the improper and Self-interested actions of Mr. Burns who eventually responded by saying I had to take up any concern I had with the Surrogate Court which itself would Financially Enrich Mr. Burns and generate litigation fees.  I suspect and believe that my Siblings may have been misguided during these times by the self-interested and conflicted wrongful conduct of Mr. Burns, but that is presently unknown.
I deem this as further direct harm and damages caused by Mr. Burns consistent with the notion that “Fraud is commonly understood as dishonesty calculated for advantage” as once Mr. Burns had  fraudulently induced the signing of the Waiver and subsequently filed further fraudulent  documents with the Surrogate Court both he and the Siblings had the legal procedural and  substantive advantage of being in control of the Estate forcing me to do exactly the Opposite of  what my Father’s entire Life was all about, Family Togetherness, by having to bring a Court action  simply in order to gain Access to a Home I had never been denied access to during my Father’s  lifetime, a home that I had lived in a few years ago, had confidential business records at, and  where I spent my last Thanksgiving with my Father. I still have not filed Court action yet, hoping to  keep my siblings out of litigation.
This issue, however, leads directly into a separate area of FRAUD as shown in more detail below as I, Kevin
R. Hall, of Kinderhook, NY 12106, Expressly stated to Notary Public ­ Attorney Bruce Burns on Feb. 10, 2015,in his office prior to any Notarization being placed on my Waiver and prior to any Court filing  and in the presence of Maureen Van Tassel and James Hall my Express Understanding that Maureen Van Tassel would ONLY have Powers and Authority to do what ALL 5 Siblings agreed and further expressed at that time that ALL that was Agreed to was her to have Check Signing authority for matters which we ALL agreed to and that I Expressly stated I was not Agreeing to any Process of 4 against 1 or 3 against 2 or one decides and thus by Express spoken words only gave power and authority for a “LIMITED” Power of Administration.  I had also expressly stated directly in front of Mr. Burns, Maureen Van Tassel and at least James Hall that the only 2 things that had been agreed to or at least that I was agreeing to at that
point was that the Funeral Home would be paid and Maureen Van Tassel would only have the power to write

checks for items that ALL 5 siblings agreed upon and do what ALL 5 siblings agreed upon.  I believe that Jason Hall and Karen Sorros were still in the room for at least part of that discussion as the more questions I began to ask, the more uncomfortable the siblings became, moving about in their chairs etc, and eventually my brother Jason and Karen Sorros began to walk out. Of course at that time since I had no knowledge of any secret consultation the day before with Notary­Public and Attorney Bruce Burns I was attributing the odd behavior and lack of questions being asked by my Siblings to their Grieving and desire to simply ‘get this over with”.
Yet, Notary Public­Attorney Bruce Burns proceeded to file  Waivers and a Petition which gave Maureen Van Tassel Administrator powers WITHOUT limitation and in fact it was Mr. Burns who EXERCISED and ASSERTED these Unlimited Powers on or about Friday March 13, 2015 as a fraudulent Procedural and Legal BLOCK to my right to Access my Father’s home by claiming Maureen Van Tassel had these powers despite my EXPRESS Statements on Feb. 10, 2015 as to what I was agreeing to.  This Friday phone conversation in March 2015 with Mr. Burns taking this legal procedural advantage wrongfully is in  fact which lead me to Request­Demand on that day the documents filed by Mr. Burns in Court  which ultimately lead to me later Discovering the Fraud of the “secret” consultation on Feb. 9th  2015 which was never disclosed Feb. 10, 2015.
Please further note that it is complained herein that the wrongful, fraudulent conduct of Mr. Bruce A. Burns by both the improper notaries and court filings and by further refusing to correct the fraud has caused further Damage by interfering in the ability to Further actions to Secure the Deeded Vacation Family Investment rights and benefits.  Each Sibling has Equal rights in this Family Investment which was also designed to pass to Grandchildren as well however only the 5 Siblings are Authorized Users and Signers on this vehicle prior to my Father’s passing.  The original company that my Father invested with, however, has been bought out and is the subject of Class Action lawsuits by several state attorney generals in Maine, Tn, and other states. Maureen Van Tassel, however, is an Important Witness in the specific rights and claims of the 5 siblings based on conduct and actions she witnessed with my father in Feb. 2014.  However, because Maureen    Van Tassel is immersed in the Fraud from this Complaint and because Mr. Burns has not
corrected this, it has impaired my ability to move forward on my rights.

As will be shown further below in the detailed factual background, for many reasons including but not limited to my Father’s dedication to Family Togetherness and also a “family dispute” that had been going on for 2.5 years, there is no way any Waiver would have been signed IF the “secret” consultation had been disclosed or at least not without 50 or more questions being asked of the Siblings and Mr. Bruce A. Burns, Notary Public­Attorney.




· burns as very purposeful, deliberate particularly after the Waiver was signed ( but Not Notarized )
· denial of right to access for Grieving is what triggered all this
· Father Trusted me, American Express etc
· absolute Legal Obligation to DISCLOSE at COMMENCEMENT of Consultation



FACTUAL BACKGROUND:
My father, Robert A. Hall, suddenly and unexpectedly passed away sometime in the later afternoon on Wednesday Feb. 4th, 2015 apparently from a heart attack and was apparently pronounced Deceased while at Albany Memorial Hospital in Albany, NY.  See, Obituary:

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/timesunion-albany/obituary.aspx?pid=174074174
I am the natural son of Robert A. Hall being the second oldest of 5 children all of whom are listed as Witnesses herein.  To my knowledge, my father passed away without a Will and I was under the general understanding that the laws of Intestate apply with equal rights to all five surviving children.
I had a very close relationship with my father especially in the last 8 years prior to his passing and had been on the phone with my father just 2 days before on Monday, Feb. 2, 2015 and in fact at the time I received a phone call from my younger brother Jason Hall to get to the hospital “as soon as possible”, I was actually scheduled to be calling my father at or around the same time after completing another follow-up call on his behalf to a company out of North Carolina named Festiva Resorts.  My father had been having significant difficulties with this company specifically since on or about Jan. 6th, 2015 in
relation to his Family Investment in Deeded Vacation Ownership rights at Oceanfront property located in New Smyrna Beach, Florida where my father, myself and other family members had been visiting since 2007 each year.  Between Jan. 6, 2016 and Feb. 4th, 2015, my father and I had multiple
in-person meetings regarding the Festiva Resort problems and many phone calls during this time as well.
While my father had complained of an issue involving Gout that had been affecting his left thumb during our last in person meetings, he otherwise had appeared physically strong and “ok” during these times and had just worked a bartending shift the weekend before his passing at the Kinderhook Elk’s Lodge and had traveled the Sunday before his passing a half hour away to Austerlitz, NY to my sister Karen’s house to watch the Super Bowl on Feb. 1, 2015.  One of the reasons my father and I spoke on Monday, Feb. 2nd, 2015 was to see if my sister Karen Sorros and her children would be going down this year to New Smyrna Beach, Florida on family vacation with him as I was assisting my father in making and confirming his annual vacation plans which had become very difficult this year and my father had been wanting her entire family to spend vacation time with him down there for years.
While I had experienced the loss of very close family members and friends over the years, this was the first time I had ever lost a Parent and was the first time I was directly involved in attending an Initial Consultation with an attorney to set up an Estate for a loved one.  Needless to say, it was nothing but a total and complete “Life” shock to get the call from my younger brother that day to get to the hospital as soon as possible as my father was dying particularly when I had planned on calling my Father almost at that same time to go over the latest news on his annual Vacation plans and issues with Festiva Resorts.
Facts Leading Up to First Meeting with Bruce A. Burns, Attorney and Notary Public Feb. 4th-Feb. 10, 2015.
The basic statement here is there was a rush of events being scheduled between the day my father unexpectedly passed away on Feb. 4th, 2015 and the day I first met Bruce A. Burns, Attorney and Notary Public for the first time on Feb. 10th, 2015 for an “Initial-Consultation”occurring within less than 6 full days after my father’s passing.  The events and communications, however, are relevant to the complaint and understanding of the parties on Feb. 10, 2015.
As indicated, I got the call that my father was dying in Albany Memorial Hospital late Wednesday afternoon Feb. 4th, 2015 while living in the Town of Edinburg, NY in Saratoga County on Sacandaga Lake. It was a 1.5 hour drive to Albany Memorial in snow and ice conditions to find out he passed

away and he apparently had been declared deceased prior to my arrival.  In fact one of the calls I got on the way to the Hospital was now not to “hurry” because my father was Dying but to “hurry” because the Funeral Director from the Raymond E. Bond Funeral Home of Valatie, NY was present at the Hospital and trying to leave with the Body but waiting for my appearance.
I got limited information that evening on what had happened only that my father was found out back behind his home by my sister Karen Sorros in the snow and ice after apparently trying to gather some Kerosene fuel containers to meet my nephew Nick Sorros in Chatham to manually refill my father’s heating fuel tank. I found out that he had also been to the bank that day and taken out cash and had been to Albany to get his car Serviced which I assumed he was doing in preparation of his annual upcoming Family Vacation to New Smyrna Beach each February that I had been working on. I had asked questions of my sister Maureen Van Tassel about whether anyone had checked the Defibrillator records as my father had such an Electronic Medical Device for the last few years and even though
this would not bring him back to life it seemed important to try and understand and find out if the Device had been functioning properly as all devices are subject to malfunction from time to time but this was dismissed and disregarded.
Upon arrival at the Hospital I found out my sister Maureen Van Tassel had already scheduled a Wake and Mass Service with Bond’s Funeral Home in Valatie, NY and the St. John’s Catholic church for the 6th and 7th that week ( Thurs/Fri ) and thus I spent the rest of the evening of the 4th returning in the snow to Edinburg, NY to then return to Kinderhook, NY to meet my siblings Maureen, Karen and Jason at the Funeral Home and Church the next day on the 5th to make arrangements for the Wake and Funeral Mass on Friday and Saturday.  Apparently this schedule was rushed so much to accomodate my elder brother James Hall, the oldest child in the family, as he lives in South Carolina and had to fly up and this would be best for his schedule.
Thursday Feb. 5th, 2015
The next day after his passing, Thursday that week, was spent at the Bond funeral home making Wake arrangements, determining Pall Bearers, etc and Church arrangements at the next door St. John’s Catholic Church in Valatie, NY where my father and our family had attended for years.  There was a discussion at the Funeral Home that my father apparently had individual Life Insurance Policies for each of the 5 children and there should be enough available on each of our policies to cover the Cost of the Funeral Home expenses.  It was not totally decided how this would be paid but there was a general agreement that the expenses would be paid via the Life Insurance policies if necessary although there was some discussion as to whether the funds would go into a Single account or if the surviving children would pay individually. Ultimately a Casket was chosen and later on Prayers selected at the Church.
While my father apparently had no Will, my sister Maureen Van Tassel seemed to know “All” the Finances my father had in less than 24 hours and had already been to one of his local Bank accounts and had already taken control of his checkbooks, savings accounts and credit cards. While I never questioned my father about how much money he had or all the things he had done with his finances, it did seem even at the Funeral Home that day that certain things were “not making sense” as far as what my sister was describing based upon prior discussions with my father and having regular weekly contact with my father for the last 15 years or more.  I also had lived with my father for about a year and a half or so several years before and had regular weekly contact with my father virtually every

week for the last 8 plus years sometimes multiple calls a week. I did not have to Sign anything at the Funeral Home that day but believe my sister Maureen was provided some form of contract by the Funeral Home and I had participated in discussions with Richard Gagnon of Bond’s in this regard. I do note for the record that I am not aware of any Will that my father had made but I suggested even at Bond’s that day there seemed to be some form of “rush” to “package up” his affairs and life and as children we should be taking our time a bit more to check things out including his finances.
While I never questioned my Father about his Finances or sought to know the exact details, I did have Trust with my Father who often called upon me to help with with certain Financial Transactions such as making Vacation and other arrangements over the years and many times he gave me his Credit Card information to do so on his behalf.  At no time ever was this privilege or Information mis-used and in fact the Siblings who had “seized” control and dominion over all his Financial instruments, checkbooks, credit cards, cash etc immediately after his Passing have been challenged to come up with one single transaction in the last 10 plus years that was either made specifically for me or done improperly by me without being directed to by my father specifically. So far in 6 months after seizing dominion and control over all his finances, neither Mr. Burns nor the Siblings have come up with anything.
Yes it is true that I traveled several years with my Father on his Annual Feb. Vacation to New Smyrna Beach, Florida so yes there may have been some expenditures like gas, food, etc but often times I paid for things as well and my father and I had a working relationship in many ways.  Most of these trips were “working” travel for myself as I have worked “Remotely” via Laptop, computer and phone for years and most of my time was spent working or pursuing work interests on these trips.  I would always tell my father in advance what my Budget was for any trip and everything was done by agreement. I would pay for certain things and he would pay for other items. My Father grew up in a Family Business that he always desired his Children to grow up in and even though eventually his family’s business was sold, my Father and I approached many items like the Deeded Family Vacation Investment and living together as “working together” in business.  In nearly 6 months now the Siblings have not come forward with any such Record or proof as it simply does not exist.
This is relevant because I had an Equal Right to Seek to be Administrator on Feb. 10, 2015 and went there as a Prospective Client.  It is also relevant to the “secret consultation” that neither Mr. Burns nor the Siblings will provide details of other than at some point after problems arose Maureen Van Tassel did make the Wrongful Accusation that our Father spent “half his Retirement” on me when in Fact I have not received ANY lump sum payment or money from my father in nearly 15 years other than a Dinner or lunch here and there when traveling or a Ticket to a Nascar Race or Dirt Track Race on occasion. At the same time I also helped and assisted my Father with many items and he always wanted me around and wanted me to live closer and be closer to the family.
My Father was equally involved in ALL of the lives of the Siblings and spent much time with those who gave him grandchildren. He attended Weddings and Christenings and ball games and school events and more for all his children and grandchildren.
I believe it is also relevant that my father was fully in charge of all of his affairs right up until the time of passing away including all of his financial affairs. He would call me often if he had questions on something or how to handle something or a problem with a bank or whatnot so this is not a situation where my father had been legally incompetent prior to his passing. In fact my sister Maureen Van

Tassel had said the night of his passing that his checkbook was balanced down to the penny at the time of his passing.  My father was Honest as the Day is Long throughout his entire life and in the two months before his passing had called me once or twice because someone at the local Kinderhook Elk’s Lodge where he bar-tended part-time for a small hourly wage and Tips for extra money had wanted him to “change” the way he Recorded his Tips for Tax purposes as somehow it was hurting another member who was not making as much tips. Even though we were only talking about $40 or so maybe two days a week, my father was adamant to “do things the right way” and do it Honestly right up to the last moment including the filing of his taxes.  From time to time my father would be a bit “slow” in his reactions and movements but this was rare and attributed to a “shortness of breathe” problem he would face occasionally which was an ongoing medical issue of concern but his mental faculties
always appeared fully in order.
Friday Feb. 6th, 2015
The next day, Friday, Feb. 6th, was consumed by preparations for the Wake Services at the Bond’s Funeral Home that evening where nearly 300 or so local community friends and family had attended to pay respects as my father had been very active in Community affairs being a Volunteer Fireman for the Town of Stuyvesant Falls, NY for nearly 30 years where he had been Treasurer for many years in charge of their books and finances, had been an Elk member for 40 years very active in local community outreach programs, volunteer sporting events, had been a local Little League and Senior League Baseball Coach and League President and more, and had helped set-up the original Sports Booster Club at Ichabod Crane Central School where I and all my siblings had attended. So this day and night was consumed by many different conversations as part of standard grieving ceremonies.
Saturday Feb. 7th, 2015
The next day on Saturday, Feb. 7th was involved with a morning Funeral Mass followed by a reception at the Kinderhook Elks Lodge with friends and family. I spent nearly the entire day at the Kinderhook Elks Lodge with family and friends of my Father until the late hours of the evening.
Sunday Feb. 8th, 2015
Later in the day on Sunday, Feb. 8th, was the first time that all the siblings had gathered at my father’s home in Kinderhook where I had lived for a year and a half or more a few years prior and still had many items stored in the home.  Part of this experience was very hurtful to myself as I witnessed my older brother Jim Hall, the oldest of the family, announce upon coming into my Father’s home that, “oh, so this is where Dad lived” indicating that despite having lived nearby 45 minutes away in Ballston Spa, NY for a decade he had never Visited my father’s home although Jim had moved to S. Carolina a few years ago. I listened to my brother Jim and sisters Maureen Van Tassel and Karen Sorros proclaim somehow that they had been “screwed” by our Father which was a rather shocking statement to hear days after his passing and I watched my older brother and younger brother Jason and sister Karen proceed to try to just “throw out” many of our Father’s things again in a rush which
of course was objected to.  I had to be assertive on multiple occasions to prevent Jim, Jason and Karen from throwing items out and this became unpleasant on more than one occasion.  I tried to write it
off as adults not handling the loss of our father very well at the time.
Beyond this, however, we did make some progress as a family in dividing some Personal property items in the home and this had been the third time including the meeting at the Funeral Home and

Church the prior Thursday I had even been in a room or any environment with my sister Karen Sorros in over 2.5 years at this point. There had been no discussions between my sister Karen and I but we had at least been able to get through the Planning of the Services without incident.  I did not want to take any items whatsoever out of the Home and believe everything was being rushed and suggested so on more than one occasion. Ultimately I did take certain personal property items out of the home this evening but only out of fear the items would be thrown in the garbage as my sister Karen Sorros had threatened in my father’s home to do such a thing later in the evening after my brother Jim had left and my brothers had already been trying to throw away items that could either go to Charity or had Sentimental value. The only items I removed were items that all 4 children had specifically expressed no interest in having and expressed agreement in me taking such items like my father’s Elks jacket, firehouse jacket, his bowling ball, small momento items ALL of which was only done after Full Disclosure to all the siblings.
Monday Feb. 9th, 2015
All 5 of the siblings convened again at the home the next day on Monday to continue going through our Father’s things.  My sister Maureen had announced she had taken All of our father’s Checkbooks and bank statements and most all the financial items. My sister did have some of the Checkbook
items present and there was some discussion of some of the finances. My older brother Jim had taken my father’s Retirement info the day before as supposedly he had some background in dealing with Retirement issues after his Mother-in-law had passed away. There had been discussion the day before that all the Credit cards should be cut off and I had informed my siblings of a Dispute my father had ongoing with Festiva Resorts regarding an $1800 plus charge on his AmEx that was made by myself on his behalf at his direction on Jan. 6th  2015 with Full authorization and that I was helping him now Dispute with AmEx because of problems with Festiva and indicated I had full records on this and still do.
For the most part, however, Monday Feb. 9th appeared to be a better day as there were no incidents regarding throwing of things out that had happened the day before and there was a basic discussion between myself and older brother Jim about our father’s Family Investment in the Deeded Vacation Oceanfront Resort that was supposed to pass generation to generation meaning the lifetimes of all 5 children, then to the lifetimes of all the grandchildren, and then the lives of their children and so on. We had some general discussions of valuation and what could be done and the group of us had some general discussions of value of other items as well like our father’s home.
Again, from what I knew and experienced on Monday, Feb. 9th, 2015, it was a good day in the sense that ALL 5 of our Father’s children were acting together, working together, trying to resolve things together. While it was very sad for myself personally that it took our Father’s Passing to bring all 5 siblings together as that is something my father had wanted for many years prior to his passing and something we both had many conversations about for the last 7 plus years trying to use the Family Investment as a vehicle to bring ALL the family together during his lifetime, I did take some Solace in the fact that at least now ALL 5 of us were together and appeared to be working together on this day.
Eventually even my sister Karen Sorros began talking and eventually suggested that Chris, her husband ( Chris Sorros ) knew a lawyer that “does this kind of thing” as far as getting a lawyer for the Estate and asked if we would want to see him.  This was Monday Feb. 9th, 2015.  She did not indicate she knew him or had ever spoken to him and just described him as an “older guy that Chris knows

from up in Spencertown” or words to that effect, Spencertown, NY being close to where my sister Karen and Chris Sorros lived. I said I did not know of him at all but “may have heard of his name” and both my sister Maureen and brother Jim had indicated they were not aware of him either.  There were various discussions as to who would be Administrator with me suggesting my brother Jim Hall, then discussions about Maureen or Karen and discussions about whether 2 people could do it together.  This conversation went in many directions with NO consensus or Agreement by the time people left.
While there was NO Agreement or even Discussion about the Home other than what it may be worth and there was No agreement on the value of the Estate and no agreement on what to be done with the Family Investment and No Agreement on WHO would be Administrator, there was an Agreement on 2 distinct topics:
1. We all as children would use our individual share of Life Insurance policies our father had in our names to pay a representative share of the Cost of the Funeral Expenses to the Bond Funeral Home; and, Most importantly,
2. All 5 CHILDREN WOULD MEET AT 9 AM IN SPENCERTOWN, NY TO MEET BRUCE A. BURNS FOR THE FIRST TIME FOR AN INITIAL CONSULTATION, SOMETHING ALL 5 CHILDREN WERE DOING TOGETHER.
NOTE: There specifically was No Agreement whatsoever on the Overall Value of the Estate by this time on Feb. 9th, 2015.  I had substantial questions as to whether we, but really I mean my sisters and brothers, had even FOUND ALL the relevant Financial information for my father as many things were not making sense at this point and apparently all the Financial information was already taken out of the home by my sisters and older brother Jim. I was the one who came into the Our Father’s House and wanted to do things slowly, take our time, talk, grieve, whatever it was.  In what I have to say was very distasteful and disturbing experience, my siblings appeared to want to “Rush” through many things up to this point.  I raised questions on this date about whether there were “other” insurance policies, other bank accounts, even perhaps a Safety Deposit Box as the financial picture being presented by Maureen Van Tassel, my sister, who apparently took it upon herself to come in and “take” all the checkbooks, bank statements, credit cards etc sometime after my father died. As indicated, I did not even want to take anything out of my father’s home at this point other than what was truly items for throw-away / trash, recyclables etc.  My brothers and sisters were the ones rifling through my father’s things from the first moment in a rushed fashion looking for whatever it was they were looking for. Myself personally, being that close to my father’s passing, all I wanted to do mostly
was sit down and relax on the couch I used to sit on when I would meet with my father who sat in “his chair” recliner and just process my grieving and memories of his life.  So since so many items had already been taken out of my Father’s home before I even got there and my siblings were rifling through whatever else was left, I had no real time to “find” anything but did offer suggestions on items to look for.
Again, it should be clear the only Agreement as of Feb. 9th, 2015 other than paying Bond’s Funeral Home and the personal property that had been divided was to Meet ALL 5 Siblings Together at the Church in Spencertown, NY at 9 am on Tuesday Feb. 10th, 2015 to Meet Bruce A. Burns, Esq., for the First time and have an “INITIAL CONSULTATION” as there had been no Agreement to even hire him, just meet with him.


Family Dispute involving brother-in-law Chris Sorros who “Referred” Notary-Attorney Bruce A. Burns:
While it is distasteful and unpleasant to have to get into any personal family background in general, such as even having to file the details necessary to make this Complaint, a brief understanding of the background of a “family dispute” with my brother-in-law Chris Sorros is important for several reasons as will be set out herein.   This family dispute is something that had been significantly bothering my father for the last 2.5 years prior to his passing
Note that Notary-Attorney Bruce A. Burns came “referred” by my sister Karen Sorros from her husband Chris Sorros, and that Chris Sorros apparently did have an existing business relationship with Bruce A. Burns and further that Bruce A. Burns indicated at the “Initial Consultation” on Feb. 10th, 2015 that he had to make some type of “boundary agreement” / property agreement with his neighbor in Spencertown named Tony from NYC who has a 400 acre plus “second-home” that borders the property of Bruce Burns, Esq.  Further, as mentioned above, Chris Sorros has a long established relationship with Tony from NYC doing construction and contracting jobs for Tony on his Spencertown, NY property for many years.
The basic background of the dispute involves Chris Sorros arriving at my mother’s home in on Kinder Drive in Kinderhook, NY that used to be the “family” home prior to my parents’ Divorce as Mr. Sorros had been doing a construction job at my mother’s home at that time.  The dispute involves a day in July of 2012 when I was up for the summer from Florida and staying at my mother’s home in Kinderhook, NY with permission.  Mr. Sorros had not been to the property and job for several days and showed up early in the morning while my mother had been away in S. Carolina at my brother Jim Hall’s on Vacation.  Mr. Sorros was apparently unhappy with certain issues at the home and began to repeatedly make aggressive, false accusations using curse words and vulgar language against me with his 2 minor children present, Nick and Jacob Sorros, being approximately 13 and 9 yrs old at the time.
I was staying at the home with my mother’s  permission during this time as my primary residence at that time was in Bradenton, Florida and I had come up to visit family for the summer.  Mr. Sorros had not been to the home and job site for several days but had workers on site during that time and when he arrived on this particular day he brought my 2 nephews who are both minor children and  children I had  a very close, long, good relationship with up until this day.  Mr. Sorros began using significant vulgar and profane language in front of the minor children regarding some items on the job and repeatedly came back to me falsely accusing me of creating some type of water damage in the basement which was not true.  After Mr. Sorros had made multiple false accusations and was becoming increasingly aggressive and continuing the vulgar and profane language in front of my nephews I decided to grab my laptop and depart the home to go to the store, grab a coffee, and go connect to the internet with WiFi at a friend’s so I could do my daily online contract work.
While attempting to simply exit my mother’s front door and leave the improper aggressive environment created by Mr. Sorros, he was now physically blocking the door from the outside with my 2 nephews, minor children, right there present. Mr. Sorros continued his vulgar profane language in front of the children and continued the false accusations and proceeded to use direct words “inciting violence” and talking about me being a “big guy” but him being able to “take me down” and other words to that effect when prior to this all I had done was answer Mr. Sorros’ repeated vulgar

profane false accusations honestly and was now trying to exit and leave the property without incident but instead being physically blocked from leaving and having direct words of violence being used.  At that point I did raise my voice and defend myself and did begin yelling at Mr. Sorros in a defensive manner and ultimately left the property without any physical incident.
I do believe that, among other things, Mr. Sorros was clearly menacing and provoking the situation. When I returned and Mr. Sorros was still there he indicated he may call the State Police and I was glad and welcomed to have the State Police arrive and was glad and welcomed to speak to them and any authorities.  I was, however, that day and night and to this day always ready and willing to have the dispute resolved and in fact, one thing my Father knew very well was that I had suggested on multiple occasions what my sister, brother in law and myself should have done that night and should have done multiple times since then was to Apologize to each other in front of the minor children who I have always seen as the innocent victims that never should have been in that position at a “job site” and never involved in an “adult” dispute of this nature.
Unfortunately and very sadly for myself and in particular my father, what was an improper “dispute” with Mr. Sorros that never should have happened in the first place but especially in front of minor children, should have been an incident that was corrected and addressed by adults acting like adults a long time ago. Instead, this became a “feud” that lasted until the day my father passed away. The feud was so significant that when family events came around like Thanksgiving, Xmas, New Year’s, Easter, St. Patrick’s Day, birthdays and other events, I would not be invited to my sister Karen’s home and when family events occurred elsewhere like our sister Maureen’s in Chatham, NY, if I was invited then Mr. Sorros and my sister Karen and family would not show up.
This became something that was such a major issue for my father to the point where I suggested to my sister Maureen that it was impacting his emotional and physical health.  However, my father felt so strongly that this matter should be resolved and felt so strongly that I should be involved again with my nephews and nieces of the Sorros family, that my father ( and mother although Divorced ) would Stop going to family events unless “everyone” was invited. There is specific relevance to this as it relates to this Complaint against Mr. Bruce Burns.
Thus, over the last 2.5 years prior to my father’s passing, there were multiple family events that he Refused to attend unless “everyone” was invited. It became such an issue that on Thanksgiving day 2014 not only did my father “Refuse” to go to the Dinner at the Sorros home since I was not invited, my father and I spent nearly 3 hours or so going “round and round” on how to Solve the family problem and end the dispute. I encouraged my Father to still go to the Sorros home even though I wasn’t invited but he still refused. I always still encouraged my father to go to these events for the grandchildren but his Refusal to go was apparently the only way he could show the Sorros family how strong he felt about this being resolved.  My father’s older brother, John Hall, of Schodack, NY
518-477-9031 can be Witness to how serious this feud was affecting my Father and how often he spoke of the problem and wanted it resolved all of which has relevance to the actions and conduct of Bruce A. Burns, the Notary Public Attorney complained of herein.  My father had even Refused to attend a Family function for my older brother Jim Hall and his wife and Daughter in the summer of 2013 during their only time up for the summer from S. Carolina as since it was hosted at the home of Chris and Karen Sorros and I was not invited, my father did not go.  This is how adamant my Father was even at the age of 72 that Family members not be “cut-out”.

In fact, even though my sister Karen Sorros was still not speaking to me as of the time of my father’s passing on Feb. 4th, 2015, I had spent a significant amount of time in the weeks before taking time and effort out of my regular work life to try and make arrangements with Festiva Resorts on my father’s behalf so my sister Karen’s family could go on Family Vacation this year, something my father had wanted for years and I did this because it was what my father wanted regardless of how I was being treated by Mr. Sorros and my sister.  My last conversation with my father ever on Monday Feb. 2nd  the day after the Super Bowl was specifically to find out if my sister Karen and her children would be joining my father for his Vacation time as I was assisting him in his arrangements.
Thus, in addition to this “dispute” being a Major family issue for my father and having multiple direct conversations with my father prior to his passing about his desires to see this resolved, I also had multiple personal reasons to want it resolved as not only did I always love my sister, Karen Sorros, but had been significantly involved with her children for years, babysitting their oldest son Nick when he was young many times, going to sporting events Nick and his younger brother Jacob was in, helping my father babysit the youngest child Anna when she would come to my father’s home and in fact despite the problems with Mr. Sorros that never made sense, I cared about him and loved him as a brother in law as well.  It is thus fair to say that not only was this “dispute” with Mr. Sorros causing direct significant harm to myself emotionally in the 2.5 years leading up to my father’s passing by missing out on my nephews and niece’s lives, but a double whammy of emotional harm by being something so significantly impacting my Father’s life and health that I had several direct conversations with the “neutral” sibling, my sister Maureen Van Tassel about how it was impacting our Father’s health and life.
The Family Investment in Deeded Vacation Ownership that my father made starting in 2007 is not only significant because of the monies my father invested, but also because it was done for “the family” meaning ALL of the family, All of his children, ALL of his grandchildren with No One being “cut out”. I had many many conversations with my Father since 2007 regarding this Family Investment and his desires and wishes that ALL of the family be included and as indicated was spending time and effort to effectuate his wishes up until the moment I got the call that my father was dying and at the hospital.  All of this relates to the Formal Complaint and conduct of Notary Public and Attorney Bruce
A. Burns.
Having never been charged with any crime of assault, menacing or any crime of violence ever and having given Statements to the State Police in the past which actually resulted in an Assistant District Attorney of Columbia County being arrested by the State Police due to conduct committed against me, I believe Mr. Sorros could have been charged for his acts that day and while I later “welcomed” the State Police to come to the home and investigate if my brother-in-law wanted to call them, this never occurred.
Thus, this Dispute is Important background because: 1. shows how bothered my Father was the last
2.5 years he was alive that “ALL” of his children were not getting along, 2. shows how adamant my Father was that No One be “cut-out” from important Family events such that he was Boycotting in Protest any important Family Holiday or Event unless ALL were invited; 3. shows how even up to the Monday Feb. 2, 2015 before he Passed on Wed. Feb. 4th, 2015, how I was working to Effectuate my Father’s Desires by assisting in vacation Plans for Karen Sorros and her family to be with my father even though I had been “cut-out” by their family for the last 2. 5 years prior to his passing.  All of this background will ultimately relate to the Dishonesty and Fraud that was later discovered in March of

2015 and further has potential relevance to the actions of Bruce A. Burns, Esq., and his relationship with Chris Sorros and Tony, the next-door neighbor in Spencertown from NYC.
NOTE:
I believe it is important to Note that the primary  reason why I agreed to Meet with Bruce Burns Esq. for an Initial Consultation was in part because my sister Karen Sorros had suggested it and even
semi-spoke to me in doing so.  Not only was I bothered for 2.5 years about missing the relationship with my Sister and her children but this was one of the biggest “worries” on my Father’s mind and heart for a very long time, again such that Thanksgiving Day itself was a 3 hour “round and round” conversation between my father and I about how to solve the family problem as my father had refused to go to the home of Karen and Chris Sorros for Thanksgiving because ALL had not been invited and I specifically had not been invited.  So I thought “Meeting” for an Initial Consultation with this attorney who knew her husband Chris Sorros, something I did in Good Faith,  somehow would help finally “make the peace” that my Father had wanted so dearly in his lifetime. Should this agency have any questions about how important resolving this Dispute was to my father and how he wanted ALL his children together,please feel free to contact his older brother John Hall as a Witness in Schodack, NY at 518-477-9031.
This background is further relevant to show that because of the significance of the dispute and my father’s adamance about no one being cut-out, as Grieving as I was in the early cold morning on Feb. 10th, 2015, I certainly would have instantly perked up and asked hundreds of questions the first moment I found out there had been a “secret” consultation the day before as such an event was the Opposite of the way my father lived and opposite of what I had been trying to help him achieve during his last few years. If I had known about this the day before, probably the Meeting would have not happened or would have happened without me attending meaning the Siblings and Bruce Burns would have had to use proper legal process to achieve their secret plan.
Please keep in mind that when I agreed on Feb. 9th, 2015 to see Bruce A. Burns, Esq. for an Initial Consultation and then left to drive up to Spencertown, NY the morning of Feb. 10th, 2015, that this was in fact an Initial Consultation as a Prospective Client and Potential Fiduciary that ALL 5 siblings were doing together for the First time, above-board and Honest, exactly the way my Father, Robert A. Hall, lived his entire life.
The “Initial Consultation” with Bruce A. Burns, Esq., Attorney and Notary Public in Spencertown, NY in Columbia County on Feb. 10th, 2015:
I arrived first in Spencertown, NY at the Church on Tuesday morning Feb. 10th, 2015 shortly before 9 am. When no one had arrived within 5 minutes or so, I went into the nearby Country Store to get a coffee and breakfast sandwich and paid the Owner to use their phone as I had no Cell Reception in that area and wondered if something had changed.  I called my mother who had heard from my nephew that folks were running a few minutes late but we were all meeting still at the same place. My sister Karen arrived soon thereafter and within another 5 minutes or so my sister Maureen showed up followed by my brother Jason and then my brother Jim.
I didn’t do any research about Bruce A. Burns, Esq. or the laws of Intestacy or Estate cases prior to arriving but generally understood under the laws of Intestacy everything was Equal. I arrived in Good Faith for an Initial Consultation.  My primary concerns of the time were about how my Siblings were

doing and grieving the loss of our Father.  I was taking Solace in the fact that at least, to my knowledge, we ALL were working and going together to get the Business of our Father’s estate started together, ALL 5 of us children with the “ice being broken” or so it seemed a bit with my sister Karen Sorros for the first time in 2.5 years.
I forget which ones but I believe one or two of my siblings jumped into the car with my sister and rode up to Mr. Burn’s home following my sister Karen. I followed as the last car.  When I got to the
property I quickly realized the property bordered the property of a gentleman named Tony out of NYC who owned a lot of Commercial and other real estate in NYC as my brother in law Chris Sorros always had “contracting” and “construction” projects in Columbia County going from Tony out of NYC who had a large second home in Spencertown on very large acreage, maybe over 400 acres? I am not sure. My car did have some difficulty getting up the steep driveway in the snow and ice so I was the last one up the driveway and last one to come up to the door where a well-dressed older gentleman was present showing people in the door. We said “hellos” and were shown into a large room with very large landscape windows overlooking the Taconic Parkway which I know had been given some Scenic Designation by either the State or Federal govt. at one point.  Mr. Burns apologized for the room
being cool and said something about the woodstove perhaps but had seats around a large table. I asked to use the restroom and excused myself to do so.  Things had been a bit quiet up to that point but I did hear the conversation pick up  as I left the room to use the bathroom.  I am not sure but I probably was away from the group for at least 5 minutes in the rest room.
It was quiet again as I came back in the room. I had walked around a bit to see the view, commented on the view and eventually came up to the table with the person I now know as Mr. Bruce A. Burns sitting on one side with some papers on the table, my brother Jim to my immediate left and my brother Jason after him on the end also to my left. My sister Maureen was in the seat to the right of me and my sister Karen on the far right.  No one was talking so I made some conversation and also stated that one of the primary reasons I was there was not so much for anything financial but to ensure that ALL financial items of my Father’s Estate had been fully explored and suggested that my Father may have had a Safe Deposit Box and suggested that Letters should go out to the Local Banks in the area and all those he had done business with.
Odd Behavior by Attorney-Notary Bruce Burns:
Mr. Burns, of course, did NOT start with ANY Disclosure that his Office had privately consulted with at least 2 of the 4 other siblings, Maureen Van Tassel and James Hall and did NOT Disclose that he believed he had a “Client” as Maureen Van Tassel and had already Billed the Estate over $200.
While I didn’t focus too much attention to it at the time, in retrospect the behavior of Mr. Bruce A. Burns was very odd right from the beginning as when I began by offering Suggestions on Potential avenues of Estate Assets such as the Letters to Local Banks, he really didn’t say much one way or the other like, “that’s a good idea” or “Thank you, that is Standard Practice” etc etc.
In fact, in retrospect the entire hour or so length of time at the second-home Office of Mr. Burns was very Odd although obviously I did not know the fraud then that I later found out and know now.

Nothing was like an Initial Consultation whatsoever.  I was expecting Mr. Burns to introduce himself, tell us about his practice, tell us about his experience in handling Estates etc, but that was not the case.
While I forget the exact sequence of this specific exchange of dialogue, again no one really had been talking up to this point after I returned from the bathroom and Mr. Burns was not doing what I expected as the “Normal” things to do during an Initial Consultation such as Introducing himself, giving his background, explaining Conflicts of Interest etc. since after all there were 5 Prospective Clients with 5 Potential Differing Interests, so eventually I began to ask Mr. Burns about where he was from in Westchester and where he practiced.  Mr. Burns mentioned White Plains and I knew the names of a few Judges from that Westchester area and asked if he knew them. Again Mr. Burns did not say much.
Self-Interested/Pecuniary Interested Documents and Part of the Fraud by Bruce A. Burns, Esq;
Deceitful, Dishonest “Steering” Conduct by Financially Self-Interested Party planning to Take a Notary:
Part of the Fraud/Dishonest/Deceitful conduct that was not discovered until over a month later is the Failure of Notary-Attorney Bruce A. Burns, Esq. to DISCLOSE on Feb. 10th, 2015 at the ‘Initial consultation” that this was NOT in FACT the “initial” consultation as Billing Records later showed that Mr. Bruce A. Burns, Esq., actually consulted with at least Maureen Van Tassel and Jim Hall, 2 interested parties in the Estate, the day before on Feb. 9th, 2015  spending even more time consulting during a Secret, back-door, undisclosed Meeting with Jim Hall and Maureen Van Tassel then he did during the alleged “Initial consultation” of Tuesday, Feb. 10th, 2015 such that Mr. Bruce
A. Burns, Esq., had “billed the Estate of Robert A. Hall and deemed Maureen Van Tassel the “client” as of Feb. 9th, 2015, consulting on the Value of the Estate and related items and yet Mr. Burns sat Silent during all of Feb. 10th, 2015 without ever making such a Disclosure.
NOTE: Feb. 10th 2015 is the first time I ever spoke with Bruce Burns, Esq. and the only time I was ever at the second-home Office of Bruce A. Burns, Esq., and only time I ever met with him in person and had only Agreed to Meet him for an Initial Consultation as a Prospective Client together with ALL 4 of my Siblings at the same time.   At no time did any Sibling ever Disclose before Feb. 10th, 2015 any Consultation with Bruce Burns, Esq. and in fact No Sibling ever Disclosed on Feb. 10th, 2015 that this back- door, secret consultation had occurred and instead all 4 siblings also “sat silent with Bruce Burns, Esq.” about any such consultation during all of Feb. 10th, 2015. In fact, this secret, back door dishonest Meeting was not Discovered until nearly a month and a half later on or around March 13th, 2015.
Thus, with the superior state of knowledge gained from a dishonest, deceitful, private, undisclosed Consultation with at least Maureen Van Tassel and James J. Hall the day before on Feb. 9th, 2015. Mr. Buns began Directing and Steering the conversation in a Dishonest and Deceitful manner by indicating Maureen Van Tassel had apparently been chosen to be Administrator although he didn’t say when this was done, nor did Bruce Burns disclose at that time there had been a private, secret
consultation the day before with at least 2 of the interested parties including the one now chosen as Administrator.

I was very surprised and shocked as we had not had any discussion of this since the day before and no one had agreed on who would be the Administrator although there were suggestions and discussions on this topic.  None of my siblings had called me the day or night before to tell me this
was the Decision that they had reached and of course no one called to tell me that a secret, back-door consultation with Bruce Burns took place the day before sometime after we all left my Father’s home after agreeing we would all meet Together to see Mr. Burns for the first time. I looked to my sisters and then to my brothers who all sat silent as I questioned this and eventually Maureen said yes, that
is what they decided but of course no one ever said anything about the secret meeting the day before.  For all I knew, this was a decision that had been finalized while I was in the rest room after first arriving.
Yet, in deceitful, dishonest manner without disclosing the secret consultation the day before, Mr. Burns then indicated he had prepared a Retainer Agreement with “standard form” language and slid the Retainer Agreement across the table all again without Disclosing he had secretly consulted with at least 2 of the 5 interested Prospective clients and Prospective Fiduciaries.  I did pick up the Retainer Agreement and started to review it. Keep in mind I was not Forensically Examining the Document “looking for fraud” as at this point it was less than 6 days since my Father died suddenly ( the word “suddenly” is on the Death Certificate ), it was just after 9 am on a cold winter morning, this was my first loss of a parent and first time in this situation, and I was more concerned about my siblings and taking solace in the fact that at least we were now “working together”, or so I thought.
I reviewed the Agreement predominantly for the Fee disclosure which was $200/hour with an estimate of at least $1000-$1500 and did review generally the language in the agreement but the type was small and it all looked like pre-printed language, “standard” language as Mr. Burns had said. Of course, IF Mr. Burns had acted properly according to the Lawyer’s Code the “Consultation” would
have began with the Disclosure that he already had a “client” which of course would have
immediately lead to a multitude of questions by myself assuming I didn’t just walk out the door due to the back door secret consultation which is contrary to my Father’s entire life and the way he did things.
NOTE:  Technically the Retainer Agreement is Dated for the day before, Feb. 9th, 2015 but the DATE is the Last thing I was paying attention to and No One had Disclosed ANY Meeting on Feb. 9th so even if I had noticed the date I would have likely thought it was a Typo as it was early morning, cold, winter and my siblings were sitting there saying almost nothing and my father just died so it was a fairly uncomfortable environment for Forensic Examination and my thoughts were focused on my Siblings and the loss of my Father. I raise this, however, in the event Mr. Bruce A. Burns tries to assert that I “should have known” he consulted secretly the day before by reading the date on the Agreement.
Frankly at the time on Feb. 10th I was confused about a lot by this point as it sure seemed an awful lot got accomplished before I got out of the rest room but again, it was not my Obligation to be Forensic Fraud Examiner but instead Mr. Bruce Burns obligation to Disclose and act Honestly.  I thought I was
at this office as a Prospective Client and Potential Fiduciary.  I did not Discover the Date of the Retainer Agreement until after I finally received copies of all the documents from Mr. Burns on or about March 13, 2015.
“Financially/Pecuniary Interested Party”:  Thus, Mr. Bruce A. Burns, Esq., was already an Ineligible NOTARY to perform ANY Notary on Feb. 10th, 2015, as Mr. Burns already had the Direct Financial Interest in having his Law Office be “Retained” to Represent the Estate and already claimed to be

owed over $200 for the “secret” consultation the day before on Feb. 9th, 2015, Fees which are in Excess of the Statutory Fees for Notary Publics.  Also, the Retainer Agreement itself showed Mr. Burns planned to receive at least $1000 to $1500 minimum for his work so he had direct financial / pecuniary interest in seeing documents get signed so he could get hired and paid and thus should have been Ineligible to act as a Notary Public this day.
STEP BY STEP PROCEDURE:
As part of this complaint I request that Mr. Bruce A. Burns be investigated for the “step by step” procedures he took on Feb. 10th, 2015. Note that upon Discovery of the Fraud, I not only voluntarily request Mr. Burns to correct the fraud and withdraw the fraudulently obtained Waiver and other documents but also to provide a step by step accounting of his actions.  Despite more than one request. Mr. Burns to this date has refused to correct the fraud and refused to provide a step by step accounting of his actions on this day.
The following is taken from the NYS Dept of State Website:
Professional Conduct
“ Use of the office of notary in other than the specific, step-by-step procedure required is viewed as a serious offense by the Secretary of State.”
“Equally unacceptable to the Secretary of State is slipshod administration of oaths. The simplest form in which an oath may be lawfully administered is: “Do you solemnly swear that the contents of this affidavit subscribed by you is correct and true?” (Bookman v. City of New York, 200 N.Y. 53, 56.)”
After I put the proposed Retainer Agreement back on the table and simply said it generally looked “ok” ( keeping in mind I was not aware of the Fraud at this time ), I eventually picked up one of the “Waiver” documents that were also on table. Again, Mr. Burns did not say much other than these were standard documents. It seemed that many of the documents were only partially filled in.
If it was not less than 6 days after my Father’s unexpected passing and I was not more occupied by grieving and being concerned for my siblings and had my Forensic document examiner head on, I may have just asked, “by the way, how did you come up with these documents in such a short time ( trip to the bathroom )”?
Again, Mr. Burns indicated these were standard documents and these were only partially filled out so it didn’t seem totally impossible that these were created very quickly.  I can not say at this time what boxes were checked on each document but I can certainly swear under oath and do so swear that I asked several questions and made several statements relating to what powers I was agreeing to, Limited, specific Powers where ALL 5 Agree and these Statements were made directly in front of Mr. Bruce A. Burns, and at least Maureen Van Tassel and James J. Hall and prior to ANY Notarization of the Waiver I had signed .
None of my siblings were saying much of anything or asking any questions so I eventually took the Waiver that had my name on it and put my Signature on the document on Feb. 10th, 2015 at the second-home office of Mr. Burns. My signed Waiver sat in front of me on the table for a significant time thereafter.

There was some discussion on the Value of the Estate and I brought up the Deeded Oceanfront Property Vacation Investment that was to pass Generation to Generation to Generation but Mr. Burns did not say much about this.
Eventually the other siblings started signing their Waivers at which time I specifically asked the Question about Who was going to Take the Notaries?  Mr. Burns indicated he would take the Notaries. I again Questioned: “All of them?”  and Mr. Burns simply said he was “taking care of that”. This was truly the first time that I knew “something was wrong” but again my primary concern was for my Siblings thinking they were Grieving as none of them were really asking any questions.  While I was not “on top of my game” as a result of the grieving and loss, I had questions in my mind about the propriety of Mr. Burns taking the Notaries of 5 separate interested individuals with potentially different interests but figured Mr. Burns was finally going to do a Discussion on Conflicts of Interest and other rights and topics. This never happened.
The following is a summary of some of the other key facts from this day, Feb. 10th, 2015 with Mr. Burns:


· AT no Time was I ever “Sworn” as a Witness or placed “under oath”; At no time in my presence was James J. Hall, Karen Sorros, or Jason Hall “Sworn” as Witnesses; no Formalities were observed or performed by Mr. Burns during the Signing process and I did not see Mr. Burns place any Notary Stamp on any Document while I was there;
· Mr. Burns was specifically questioned by myself, Kevin R. Hall, about “who” was going to Take the Notaries.  When Mr. Burns casually said “I will take care of them” I responded by questioning, “all of them” and he again said he “would take care of the Notaries”.  In fact, this is the first time that morning that I really began to suspect something was wrong was when I asked who would take all the Notaries believing it was improper. Yet, as my siblings were my primary concern at that time I did not say any more on that topic at the time. My belief throughout that hour of the morning on Feb. 10th, 2015 was that my Siblings may not be asking questions because they too were grieving and figured they simply wanted to “get out of there” and “be done with it”.  Of course I did not know that at the very least 2 of the 4 had a lengthy secret consultation with Mr. Burns the day before.
· At no time did I or anyone else place any signature into any standard practice Notary Business Record or Notary Public signature book to verify that our Notaries were taken that day, nor was Mr. Burns observed making notations or recordings in any such book.
· Mr. Burns did not go over this Waiver document individually or in any great detail prior to my signature or after my signature and same for the others; I did look at the Petition document that was partially filled out and some questions were asked but Mr. Burns did not include the Deeded Family Vacation Oceanfront Property Ownership Investment anywhere which seemed very odd as well.
· Eventually Mr. Burns “scooped up” all the papers on the Table into a pile in front of him. Since he was not making any Statements about Conflicts and what the process would be I started asking him questions about; What happens from here?  What is the process from here? What

about an Accounting etc etc. Of course since Mr. Burns already had a “Client” from the Day before that he had Not Disclosed, I believe under the Rules all Mr. Burns could have told me from the OUTSET was I had Potentially Adverse Interests, He had a Client and I should seek a Lawyer to answer any of my Questions but this is not what happened.
· With each question I asked, I could see that my Siblings were getting “uneasy”, moving around in their chairs. I of course attributed this to them Grieving and wanting to “get it over with” although of course I didn’t know they had this all Figured out the Day before in the Secret Consultation that had not been Disclosed.
· Eventually I believe it was my brother Jason Hall who was sitting to my far left two seats away who first started getting up to leave. Again I was very confused as so much had not been done or even talked about by Mr. Burns. There had been absolutely No Discussion of the Use. Occupancy and Ownership of my Father’s Home at all on this day and NOTHING was agreed to or even Discussed this day on this topic.
· In fact, as indicated, I started making Direct Statements in front of Mr. Burns, Maureen Van Tassel and James Hall of my understanding of the Document and powers being granted to Maureen Van Tassel  when the others, Karen, Jason and Jim started getting up to leave. I specifically stated directly to Maureen Van Tassel in front of Mr. Burns  that I understood that she only had powers on what we “all agreed” upon and that I was Not agreeing to any system of 4 beats 1 or 3 beats 2, I mentioned this twice looking directly at Maureen Van Tassel, Mr. Burns and then over at James Hall.  There had been no Discussion or Agreement whatsoever about the Use, Occupancy, Ownership and or Sale of the Home, nor any discussion or agreement whatsoever of how the Family Investment issues would be resolved.
· I made it unequivocally clear that this was my understanding, the only items we all had agreed upon at this time was Bonds would be paid and Maureen Van Tassel  would have “authority to write checks on what we All agreed” were my words in front of Mr. Bruce A. Burns.  Mr. Burns still had NOT taken ANY NOTARY or PLACED ANY Notary Stamp on Any Document at this time, the time that Jason Hall, Karen Sorros and James Hall got up and started leaving.
· Mr. Burns had never gone over point by point, line by line Discussion of the Documents that He drafted.  The placing of the Notary Seal was not Contemporaneous with the signatures.
· Again, No Conflict of Interest Discussion, No written Waivers of Conflicts of Interest, in fact the more questions I asked, the more “un-settled” ( moving about in the chair ) my siblings became, I at the time, however, attributed this to the siblings being in a Grieving and Mourning state and simply in a hurry to be done with the “Consultation”.
· After making my point Very clear and unequivocal to Mr. Burns as to what I was agreeing to and what I understood, I started to walk out after my other Siblings trying to find out what was going on and if anything was wrong.
· Out at the cars it was indicated they would be going back to my Father’s home. I said I would be there later after stopping to see a friend nearby.
Because I believe Bruce A. Burns has acted in an Untrustworthy, Dishonest, Deceitful and false and fraudulent manner both as a licensed Notary Public and Attorney acting in a conflicted self-dealing

improper manner and should be removed from acting in this case I will not share any information in this complaint as to Valuation of the Family Investment as I understand Mr. Burns likely gets to review this complaint although I will say the basic numbers of cash my father invested into this Family Investment in Deeded Vacation Ownership of Oceanfront property is over $30,000.00 or so.
Discovery of the Fraud, Dishonest Deceitful, Untrustworthy Conduct of Bruce A. Burns as an “interested” party ineligible to act as a Notary Public
Back at the House on Feb. 10, 2015 after the “Initial Consultation” at Mr. Bruce A.. Burns not much happened.  The siblings were going through some of my father’s clothing and things, tidying etc and I helped where I could.
Shortly after I walked out to my vehicle and when I was coming back my brother Jim was outside getting ready to take off talking to my brother Jason. I wasn’t sure how long he was up from S. Carolina so I tried to talk to him but he was standoffish while talking to Jason.  As I walked away, I heard him saying something to my brother Jason about “pulling a Fredo”, as in reference to THE GODFATHER Movie. I didn’t know what he meant.
I then went over to my mother’s at the Family home we all grew up in and said we should do something with Jim like go to lunch or breakfast before his family left. This didn’t work out.
I hadn’t pushed anything about my Father’s House as it was still “fresh” that my Father passed and my brother Jason had been living there for a year or so before this happened although my father often said he often was never there and in fact my Father had let me sleep over one night I was down from Edinburg, NY visiting. My father would always let me stay even if I had to sleep on a couch as Edinburg was over an hour and half away and it was winter.
I tried a few times to go through my sister Maureen Van Tassel as I wanted my own personal “grieving” time at the home to go through my things and Memories as I had lived there a considerable period of time, often stopped in to visit and had my last Thanksgiving with my father at the  home.
I kept getting “pushed off” on multiple requests over the next week or so being denied my own Grieving time in the Home I had spent more time in than ANY of my Siblings.
There was plenty of room for me to stay for a night if I wanted or needed and by this time since ALL the Financial items, checkbooks, cash, credit cards etc had been taken out right away by my Siblings the only things left were clothes, some furniture, a Large Screen SmartTV I purchased and gave to my Father and my own PERSONAL Confidential Business Files and other personal things other than what my brother Jason had there.
Eventually I found out my sister Maureen Van Tassel had also seized control over my Father’s Keys to the home as well as there had been several sets.
I wasn’t sure if I was going to try and Extend my Lease in Edinburg which was up at the end of March and wanted to organize and go through my things as well. I kept getting denied.
Eventually this lead to the Phone call to Mr. Bruce Burns on or about March 13, 2015 and eventually I got the records that showed the Fraud.

I tried multiple times to get Voluntary corrections and resolutions from Mr. Burns and the Siblings but they simply continued to use the Wrongful Procedural Legal Advantage gained by the Fraud and force me to go into the Surrogate Court where Mr. Burns refused to answer if he knew “the Judge” but seemed quite confident despite clear fraud and improprieties.
From the Dept of State Website Notary Public License Law 2013: http://www.dos.ny.gov/licensing/lawbooks/notary.pdf
“Whatever the form adopted, it must be in the presence of an officer authorized to administer it, and it must be an unequivocal and present act by which the affiant consciously takes upon himself the obligation of an oath. (Idem, citing People ex rel. Kenyon v. Sutherland, 81 N.Y. 1; O’Reilly v. People, 86 N.Y. 154, 158, 161.)”
§135. Powers and duties; in general; of notaries public who are attorneys at law.
“For any misconduct by a notary public in the performance of any of his powers such notary public shall be liable to the parties injured for all damages sustained by them.
“Executive Law Misconduct by a notary and removal from office. A notary public who, in the performance of the duties of such office shall practice any fraud or deceit, is guilty of a misdemeanor (Executive Law, §135-a), and may be removed from office.”


CONCLUSION AGAINST BRUCE A. BURNS, ESQ., NOTARY PUBLIC-ATTORNEY:


1. INELIGIBLE TO ACT AS NOTARY AS PECUNIARY-FINANCIAL and ADVERSE INTERESTS; thus Waivers Notarized Improperly;
2. WAIVER INDUCED BY FRAUD, thus WAIVER FILED in COURT as OFFICIAL INSTRUMENT which is FRAUDULENT;
3. FAILURE TO ADHERE TO STEP BY STEP PROCEDURES AND FAILURE TO OBSERVE FORMALITIES AND PROPERLY SWEAR WITNESSES UNDER OATH
4. FALSE AND FRAUDULENT WAIVER Submitted under my Signature by BRUCE BURNS, ESQ as I CLEARLY ARTICULATED LIMITED POWERS TO Maureen Van Tassel PRIOR TO any NOTARIZATION of the Signature;
5. FALSE AFFIDAVIT of REGULARITY Filed by Bruce Burns in Surrogate Court based upon the Above;
6. FAILURE TO CORRECT FRAUD AND MINIMIZE DAMAGES, FRAUD CONTINUES And other charges appropriate.
DAMAGES:
Damages include but are not limited to Fraud upon myself, fraud upon the Estate of my Father Robert
A. Hall, Denial of Equal Access to Estate Assets such as my Father’s Home for 6 months, Denial of Access to Home for Grievance time, Denial of Access to home for collecting Personal Confidential Business Records and files, out of pocket expenses for unnecessary travel and change of travel plans

by denial of access, loss time from work contracts, lost contracts, time consulting with lawyer and experienced Estate resources, time loss from work to research; Interference with Rite of Committal by existence of the fraud, interference with rights and actions relating to Estate assets such as Deeded Vacation Ownership by failure to correct fraud, etc.
I reserve the right to Amend this Statement as law and justice so requires.
Should the Dept. of State need to contact me, please note the Cell number is best at 518-755-8128 or by email at kh.itconsultingsalesoffices@gmail.com.
DIGITAL SIGNATURE: KEVIN R. HALL DATED: 8.6.15
