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World War I Italy 


 In 1914 Italy’s government was a constitutional monarchy, which is a form of government that had a Head of State and a Head of Government.  Italy having a total area of  116,347 square miles, had a population of 36 million in 1914.  Italy’s main religion was Roman Catholic, which about 90% of the people followed and a very important aspect in their culture.  Lira was the Italian Currency until 2002 when it was replaced by the Euro.  Italians are known for their rich gardens and delicious wines due to the Mediterranean atmosphere. Italy’s geographical features include its boot-shaped peninsula, mountain ranges, large plains and small islands.  Jobs in this time period were mostly agricultural and field work but that started to change quickly due to industrialization.  



Italy’s main reason for entering the war was that they feared vicious Austria-Hungary and also the issue of enmity with the Central Powers.  Italy was allied with the Central Powers because they always had a fear of France, but later they realized that the real threat is Austria-Hungary.  Another reason that Italy entered the war was because the Central Powers did not give Italy all the land that they promised they would give to them.  Going into the war, Italy was allied with the Central Powers but Italy’s decision was not final until May 23rd 1915.  Italy was always allied with the Central Powers until World War I came around.  Then, Italy declared neutral when the war broke out in 1914, but that changed a year later when Italy joined the Allied forces.  The allies included Italy, the United States, France, Russia, and Britain who fought against the Central Powers.  The Central Powers included Germany, Austria-Hungary, the Ottoman Empire, and later joining them would be the Kingdom of Bulgaria. As a result of joining the Allied forces, Italy declared war on Austria-Hungary where 12 gruesome battles were fought.  Italy would use advanced military technology including 8 different types of airplane models, a fleet with a total of 74 ships, tanks in their army, and the Beretta Model 1918.  The Beretta Model 1918 was very unique in battle because it was the first submachine gun introduced in World War I.  On the twelfth battle with Austria-Hungary, the Italians are victorious. 


The ending point of the war was on August 10th, 1920 with the Treaty of Sevres signed by the Ottoman Empire.  Also, the Treaty of Versailles, signed in 1919, would end the wars as well.  As a result to entering the war, Italy had lost a total of 600,000 casualties and 950,000 troops were wounded.  The war wiped out almost 3.5% of Italy’s population.  Italy’s win would allow them to gain small territories from Austria-Hungary.  Plus, Italy’s win was the reason why the Austro-Hungarian empire collapsed.  
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