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DAY ONE — GERMANY ROCKTOBERFEST TOUR

[ wos on
play v
tharouwglhowt

called Rocktoberfest:  Playing my guidfor and singing
songy ot dufferent gugy Hwoughouwt Germany, learning
about their rich musical cwlture.  The cool air of
Indian Suwmmer "Altweilbersomumer” it me as | walked
off the plane to- get my bagse | had to- hwrry Huwouglh
cwmstony, asy my furst gig v Frankfuurt ame Main way ondy
an hovr away. Frankfurt gets it names from te Franks
whoo inhabited the area niflally, thuws “Frankl’ and
“Furt’ wivichh i German for “river crossing”’, so this
toww & how- the Franks crossed the river Mo back (v

old world Germany.
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Frovkfuirt & Leipzig

| hanrried to- the wndergrouwnd transportation system,
B the Ught rail system, called
the S-Baln & U-Balun, fo- get
R o the center of the city.
Fronkfurt s the financial
and travsportotion center of
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Frovkfuirt & Leipzig

Germony ande witiv Oktoberfest happening, the streetfs
andl beer gordens were full of festive Germany
singing and dancing on the tables. Yeal, tivey
dance on tables here; almost

everywiere | turned  festivity §
rocks. | got o the roadway and.

By

o2

headed to- Hie famous old opera howse (Alte

Oper) to- play my furst festival event, skyscrapers were all
ovound, ay Fromkfiurt Uy one of four Europeaiw cities witiv

skysevopers
The gy
o beer garden,

already packed -
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Frovkfuirt & Leipzig

river Mauy cold ailr. Many people had huge glasses
called Beer Stein’s, the servers corryng tew of these huige
glasses ot oo tume, witiv beer splling over everywiere; of
looked Like the cowntry was n a river of beer thwougiv
the streets.  This way o rockinw crowd, | was ready to-
rotk, boy these Germawy love to- porty and dance, and
they really loved hearing my songs. At the end of the
shhow- ol the students from arouwnd tie world, wio won
a triye to- Rocktoberfest jouned to- play German folk songs,
neluding my fowvorite, the Oom~-
| pad o Umpapa.

Afterword: we all grabpbed
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Frovkfuirt & Leipzig

my renfol Mercedesy Benz SLR Mclaren and trovel 150
midesy to- Leipzlg where my second gug way only howry
awoy. | hopped on Hhe Awtobaln, the German Freewny
and put tihe pedal fo- the metal (there s no- speed Lumdt).
| crwised af over 100mplv to- my next gig, ot the
University of Music and Theater; my parents would kil
me i they knew | was even driving. The University of

Muwsie anol
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Fronkfurt & Levpziyg

of the furst German covservetoure’s buldt uv 1843,
Levpzig called “Back Cy’ affer the famows German
composer Johawnn Sepastian Boch, one of my fovoriute

composery.  Germany ¥ also- home to- He “lmmortal’
Ludwig vow Beetivoven, anotiver great German composer,
along withv tie crazed Mozart; | wondered would my
musie bive o ay long. | 'wone my trip to- Germany for my
baritone playing n sehool and | cowdd hear the sounos
of the Barogue period, | umagined being un Germany
during that tume, witiv horse dvawn carvriagey and tire

old worldh budldingy all arownd made me think | was
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Frankfurt & Leipzig

playing for a king in his court: | played a few songsy @
UMT and man wos | exhausted, | went to- the Youtin
Hostlle to- catch some 2’y before | lhad to- get up and drive
to- Berlinw Hhe next day for gugs ot e Broandenburg Gate
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Frankfurt & Leipzig

for the rest of Hhe trip and trawel togetirer to- tive different
festwals. Gute Nacht Germonny!
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Bevrlin to- Bovaria

Owr tour bus gotto- Hhe Berlin ‘E S
Wall just as | finished writing a
new- fune Hrat wowld reflect on e

symbolism of the Wall, sometiving a
bt ke Punk Floyd. The Berlin Wall disided Germany
after Worldh War Il into- two, a commumnist Eastern
Germany and a demotrotic Western Germony. Dviding
not ondy the country but dintding Hhe people asy well. It
wasy not untl 1989 when Ronald Reagan, the US
- President; made his famous

{ Secretory Govbacihes, wivereby he
sadd, “Uf yow seek peace, f yow

Come here to- s gate! Mr. Gorbacihen, open thiy gate!
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Mr. Gorbocher, teor down Huis walll”’

BERLIN WALL
TUMBLES

My song reflected Hre poin and fear of woar and the
suffering  from the divuion that afflieted thuy country
but U way trly remavkaiple ot from the ruing a
revnificotion was born ot e Wall, not only of
Germainy but between the US and Russia: | Hited my
song, “From the Ruing of War to- the Rusing of Peace’’ the
furst verse went Wke Haiy:

A country torn by viciows war,

torn U twos, sepoarating families,
shattering dreams. For move Hian

Ffty yearsy a Wall between Hrem,
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Berlbin to- Bovorio

seen from eye to- eye fllling the Berliw sky. Now- fromv
Hie ruing they rise and, rewnitfe to- form a peace tHhat
spreads worldwide.

Whewn | gotto-tire
Wall, | felt so- nervouns
looking at He wild
crowd funding spots to
Wsten fo- my musie at

the Brandenbpurg Gote: The Gate, tive door separating

East and West of the past, He place wirere Bacih wrote
tHhe Brandenbirg Concerto’s, a symphony n He spivit
of revolution: We were ready to- rock their socks; we

rocked out untll 10:30 ot nighht;, they loved my song.
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Bevrlin to- Bovaria

Next, U wos off to- Bowvowrio v
the morning, Germany's
sowtivernmost state, the
“Bundesland’’. We londed owr gear
and began the journey to-tihe
German Alps: The scendic beanty of
Huis region, surrovnded by the vast

Alpsy mouwntoin ronge way beyono
description and. sure looked good. to- grab some
snowbhoards and tear wp the mowntouns before owr next
99y at tihe Mad King Ludinig castles.

Mad King Luduwig's reign wos from
Moarcie 10, 1864 — June 13, 1886 and.
he died at tie young age of 40 but not
before leaving iy mark on the world

M o creating Hhe Oktoberfest: The party
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Bevrlin to- Bovaria

B a symbol of the people coming together v celebration
after being torn agoim and again by war after wor.
Oktoberfest U a sixteen~day festial helod each year
during late September and early October. It L one of tie
most famows events Hie city and Hre worldly largest fair,
withv some five million people attending every year.

The origunal "Oktoberfest occnrred un Munich, on

October 12, 1810. For Hre commemoration of Hreinr
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Berlbin to- Bovorio

marriage, Crown Prince Ludiwig and Pruncess Therese of
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Berlbin to- Bovorio

Saxe-Hdburghoauwsen (namesake of He Theresiennwtiese
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Bevrlin to- Bovaria

vwolved witiv the Napoleonic wor. From 1914 thwougiv
1918, World War | prevented tive celebration of
Oktoberfest: In 1919 and 1920, tive two- yeary after tire
war, Municiv celebrated ovdy an "Autwmn Fest!" [n 1923
and 1924, He Oktoberfest wos not el due to- unflation.
In 1933, Hie Bavarian wirite and blue flag was replaced
witiv the swostika flag. From 1939 +o0- 1945, due to-
World Waxr Il, no- Oktoberfest took place. From 1946 to-
1948, after Hhe wor, Municiv once again celebrated.
Sunee 1950, there has been a traditional festival
opening: A twelve gun salunte and the tapping of the flurst
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Bevrlin to- Bovaria

keg ot 12:00 by tre current Mayor of Mundich witiv the
cry "O'zapft " ("I tapped!" U the Avstro—Bovodrian
diolect) opens tive Oktoberfest: By 1960, tive Oktoberfest
had turned nto- an enormons world-famons festival.
After Hus foreigners began to- pieture Germony ay
wearung the Sennerhut; Lederiosen, and tive gurly un
Durnol.

It i ntferesting hhow-the party stops during wor
tumes and destroys the greoat spivit of Hive Germaoin of tire
people. Withowt wor, Germany s perivaps ovw of the
most festive placesy on eartiv and
Oktoberfest symbolizes thiy desire for
peace v: war. Ay long asy Oktoberfest
confunmnes wininterrupted, Germany
remaing one of the most festive places in

the world: As | reflected on the struggles
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Bevrlin to- Bovaria

of Germany, we grabbed owr boards and headed off to-

the ALPS mouwntaimn range, the cold air of tire
mouwnfoiny biting at my body. "Auf wiederselen) my
friendy, at my next gig ot tire castle gate.
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Bowvaria to- Munich to- Remagen
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My bands ands [ were going o o hotels s Munich
wiere we will perform owr next gig ot a music festival
tomorrow after owr nighty at the castes of Mad King

¥ B o M BB Yoo,
arts but for kids, the music festivals are the rave and
drow-the largest andiences. We will be tive opening

performance
fomorrow ot the AW Saints
Day concert: AU Saints
Doy, N celebrated o
November 14t W a sugnifieant
port of tihe cativolic German
herutage. To celebrate, there
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Bovoria to- Munich to- Remagen
U a large feast honoring the souls of the dead, wiriciv

ending withv the ringung of the bells that day. The
ringung of te bells releases soudy at cemeteries wirere tive
people gativer to- porty witiv spurity before they returw fo-
thewr spiritnal efernities: Sounds wild but ot 4 trne and
we will play songsy i tive cemetery and hane a feost
withh traditional AW Sainty Day bread called Strietzel.
Yow can ymell tie sweet bread baking thuroughowt thve
Aty.

Paurt of tire day would be spent hanging owt withv
the lotals and hiking and cross country skiing (fovorite
German postimes) Hhuwoughe e ruins ot AU Sainty
Abbey of Baden-Wiwrttemberg. Baden-Wikrttemberg (s
the Hurrd largest state of tie suxteen Germonn states and
we played soccer witiv the local boyys, they called o
FuBball but not to- be confused witiv out football as U U
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Bavaria to- Munici to- Remagen
really soccer.  FulBball s the most popudor sport ond

millions of Germony belong to- sotcer cnby Huroughouwt
the country. At the ruing, there wos olso- ar Germain coft
ondb musen. The caft fled witiv traditional Germoin

;EJ ANATOME J ces, Les, d \

j‘?p | pastries; pork (& main part of the
—___ .-;—"-‘"; , : strudel, ol how | love the struolel.
B Ul e iling o where you go- i

(Saumsage) but being a vegetorian | passed and went for
the Germon trne food of chotlcee, the sweets: Germanw's
howve o sweet tootiv and U starts withe Germany's Love of
chotolate, like German Clrocolate Cake and candies,
and. endy un Lepkunchen (world famowsy Gingerbread)
that decovates most of the sweet shops. | bet yow did not
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know- the Germans uwwentfed He Gummy Bear un 1922

and Uy real name v e Gumme Baren.

After dancing with the dead (we played o Grateful
Dead tune, un
wos tume to-
Leane the

lning ore movre

Hhan hotels to-the troveler 5

withv local customy, as tivey are move Like homes Hivan
hotels: Thew U it me | needed to- visit a bank and
conwert more dollarsy nfo- enros. Whenw we got to- e
Dewtsehe Bank | asked the teller hhow muciv s a Enro
wortr and he soid, “One Euwro- iy 1.26690 un US
dollary’. | was shocked by tive fact Hhat the dollar way
Less Hian oo Enro-
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Bovaria to- Munici to- Remagen
When | asked about the difference U rotes, tHhe man
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Bavaria to- Munici to- Remagen
foldl me “Dud yow know- that Germany o the worlds 3o

largest economy ranked by U.S. dollars, the fiftiv largest

e o IEEEY W B Loords inelud
heanvy macihinery, vehicles, chemicals, metals,

foodstuffs, textiles and of cownrse beer. Wow-tHre Germany
economy lhad really recovered from tie wory and way
doing better than owry Ut appeared. This exemplifies the
German peoples hard work etivies, wiere botiv parents
wsmwally are working, making Ut a vibrant and rich
economy.
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Bovorio to- Munici to- Remagen

It was off to- tihe famows bridge, the ruing of
Remagen, where American troops breacihed Hutler's West
Wall. We play owr next gig for the Chancellor of
Germany, Angela Merkel and the President, Horst
Koelder, wio-are botiv part of Germany'y federal
poramentory republic
Different from America the
President has no- real power and

mostHy attends ceremondies and

pavades. The deciston-making ond power of
government lies withv the Clhhancellor wivo- leads theinr
government: Germaown government reformed after He
Nazi porty of World War I, wihere HiHer had become
the dictotor by overtivrowing tive prior government: The
1949 Constitwtion, the Grundgesetz (Basic Law) that

remaing U effect today B a strong response to-Hhe prior
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Bovoria to- Munich to- Remagen
system Hhat failed wiven HiHer and. his Thirod Reiciv

pulled a coup dletot and stonds to- prevent such takeover
from ever happening again.

Germany'y government greatly sivaped by war and ot
was amazing to- see that after tive rutidess dictotors and
ruders, Germany now- hay evolved untfo- o leading
demotracy. The voting age v the same as v America,
18 years old and exven tive German kids are very actwe
wv government and take o strong uinterest un protecting
thewr futures. The steen sfates of Germany ove also
wndependent and hare thelr own leguslatures tvat
decide local Bsues s ay sehooling, et After WWII,
the German country, economy and government were
devostoted and separated. It hay token Germany yeors to-
rebuild their nfrastrnecture (e remains of bombed
buildings st an eyesore Hhwoughowt the country) and
recover tHheiwr morel flber but U seemed Hat He cowndtry
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Bovoria to- Munich to- Remagen
was now- on Uy way to- a Hurving democracy. Wit tive

revnification of East and West, Hhe impoverished Soviet
controlled Eastern Germany covdo now- grow: Thiy
difference unv tihe types of government that ruled tive Eost
and West; Left thve West rich and growing wivile tive East
suffered unv poverty. The East suffered until tihe recent
rewndfication witiv the West and they st struggle witiv
Hie effects of being victims of Hhe oppression of
Commumnism.  When trayeling between tive Eost and the
West, one can see the difference economically and
sochally between te two- former party but | have faitiv
the German spirit will prevail and slowly rebuild the

whole country to- one agan
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| have met some amazing people here un Germany!

In my wonderful trek avound, | have IS
noticed Hhat musie B o way of
connecting withv people from arovnd
the worlde Mwsie s the wniversal
language Hrat has hhelped me meet new- people and
connect withe the local German people and customs! |
was very gratefuld for Hius becavnse | have storted to- feel o
Lttle homesick and was wishving for a Little down tume

withv good friends. My band played antrer
shhow- and afterworods | way delighted to- be
wwited to- stay o night witiv a Germain foumily

Jewsh, they nformed me the numbers are guickly

28 of 63
Thursday, December 11, 2008



Joshua E.Z. Bernstein
Germany Journal
GEO Period E

WEEK THREE-GERMANY ROCKTOBERFEST TOUR
rising ofter te Holocawst wirich killed most Germann
Jews/

It appeory | needed some religiowns endightenment:
The family fold me apout how nearly
1/3 of the popwlation belongy to- the
Roman Cathvolic Clhvrch, wirile anotiver

1/3 W Protestant (mostly Lutiveran).
Mostly Chwristian in natire, entire
towns and reglony belong to-a

- single failtiv There iy a Lot of
evidence st today wiere

Caotirolicy reside mostly in the Sowtr and West and
Protestoantsy un the nortiv and east: Muslimg make wp 4%
of Germaun citizens, mostly of Turkisiv descent; and 28%
hoawve no- religlons affliation or atheist: Hanging owt
witiv the localy | was surprised to- hear that Germany,
especially Uy caputal Berling, has the fostest growing
Jewishv community worldwlde. There s a Germoin
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government policy that granty immigration to- anyone
withv Jewsiv herifage escaping commumnism. Prior to-
Nazismw, about 600,000 Jews Lived in Germany.

The cuwrent population s
approximately 82.4 million people and
& decreasing yearly. Yow

kinew-tiese facts bt | canglt wp on Hais

N N aig

night at my new friends’ house. While Germany is
primorily composed of etivnic Germons wivo- make wp

o 91.5% of tive population, the
Turkisiv Germons makenp 2.4%
S o the population while fhe
remaining manoruty growps from
Hre former Yugostarvio, Italy,

Greece ond Poland make wp the rest: Germons are
mostly wrbanized as well, most people live un
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metropoliton areas ond He men and women often botin
work: Unlike owr comntry, everyone has healtiv core.

AW of sudden Ut stanrted to- rain and the next shhow-
on the towr concelled: The

skies turned gray and heany

cold and dvreary for a kid

Like me from Florida. My
new Jewish friends bnvited me to- stay and asy we sat
around the fire, we talked and talked for howrs as U
rained for howry. Agaim, tihe smells of saunerkirownt,
bratwirsty and gingerbread dessert lingered Un tive
smald, poiunted tlled roof house tivey Lived ine The
covwersotion got very emotional and my new friends
were very somber to-speak of the deep and sadodened
history of the Jewishv people bn Germany. The effects of
Hitler and iy Nazi Party and the deativ of 6 million
Jews hawe damaged their Unes and heritage eternally
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and hawe disgraced Germoany since He end of World
War Il. Currently, Hre social growps of the German people
ore StUL affected from yeary of wowr and tire Berlin Wall
st dunides soeial growps. Tle Eastern Stotes ano
Western States of Germany stll lhhave different social
vadues oo closses. The West s predominately more
wealtivy and felt tive burden to- rebuwild Hhe east after
revnificotion. Western Germans mostly oww Hheir homes
and are pold higher salories than Hrose un the Eastern
bloc. The citizens living n the East are paid less, have
Lower rents ond
suffer He burrden of
defending thheinr
rights to-not be

§ covnsidered seconol-
closs citizeny after liring wnder commumnism for 4
decades. AlHhoughv they hawve made a Lot of progress since
the fearing down of Hhe Wall, it iy st o different

32 0f 63
Thursday, December 11, 2008



Joshua E.Z. Bernstein
Germany Journal
GEO Period E

WEEK THREE-GERMANY ROCKTOBERFEST TOUR
Ufestyle.

Figure 2 Occupational status of people in employment*, East Germany (%a)
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Source: SOEP-Monitor, Update: 3 September 2004
= Al peapls in employment aged 17+ years, excluding apprentices and trainees

Many people hhave moved to- Germany to- escape

commumnism andl liae as

-

Germany also- hay a large nwmber of refugees Hhat are
there waiting for asylwm. A small nmwmber of Germaoiny
odo- not weleome ouwfsiders wirvde the majoruty seem to-
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howve a strong sense of reglonal pride Hhat e
government accommodlates.

| howe o new understanding of e turmoil the

people of Germany howe heen thvrouglh since World Wor
. They have Lost exverytiving and have had to- repuilod
| apprecioted tivy doy to- rest a Wttle and reflect ov tive
post: | reflected on the German people of
Q| 1ovlay and those that are gone but not
S forgottens Al sithere ands watch the rain

: putter-patter on tive cophlestone for howry

and howry, | kinow now- wirat | must dos |
plaw to- take the train to-tire concentration comps. Withv
& heanvy comrageons heoart; | kinow- | am ready to-see
exactly what happened to- my ancestors
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Reflections of the Past and Future of Germany
S h"

The show must always end. My band and | gazeo
out the windowy of owr tour bus onto- a peaceful
beantifl horizow to- owr funal show: It b amazing how-
peaceful Germany looks ay we head to- owr final and
most memoroiple experience yet: We will be singing witiv
the Chhancellor and President ot a festival in
remembprance of thhe Nazi Holocauwst at tive Daclhow

concentration comp:
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| hanve now- seen all the historie buildings He wor

Left belind in remembronce. Now- | will visit the
memory of the people wiro- died and try to- cope witr the
unage the war and Hitler left belvind for Germany to-
rebuwild from, for the whole world to- cope witive No-trip
to- Germany woudd be complete withowt wnderstonding
He pain that World War Il reminds wy of and the
horrory we cannot forget but must overcome trougiv
learning and furthering mankind from the lessons
Learned. What will | learn?
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Ay | gotto-the
B Jates of Dachaw, | saw
B e barbed wire that
| haol contained tie Jews
¢ andl otirer enemies of

WO Hitler | conlod smell

He deathe in the aivs |
had reached the gates of Hell where many of my people
of Jewish decent wentfo- heaven long before their fime
duse o the crimes of Hitler and his Nazi thaigs who- sent
. withv no lhvwmain
| 6 million Jews die

couwntries nwaoeo and Hiose Hhat

became entangled i World War Il before Hitler was
defeated died, uncluding:
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Country H

B Albanial!
&H Australial®
= Austria!®

I I Belgium®
Brazil®

== Bulgarial®
&l Burmal!”!
&8 Canada™

Bl Republic of
China®®

BE= Cuba”
-

Czechoslovakial
1

=m Denmark?
&= Estonialt®
== Ethiopia™*
== Finland™
B B Erance™™

French
Indochinal™”!

Nazi

|

== Greece??

== =)

Hungary

Human Losses of World War Two by Country

Jewish
Population Military Civilian Holsc;cau Total
1939 B deaths ™ deaths & deaths ©
deaths
H
1,073,000 28,000 200 28,200
6,998,000 40,500 700 41,100
6,653,000 40,500 65,000 105,500
8,387,000 12,100 49,600 24,400 86,100
40,289,000 1,000 1,000 2,000
6,458,000 22,000 3,000 25,000
16,119,000 22,000 250,000 272,000
11,267,000 45,300 45,300
517,568,000 3,800,000 16’200’08 20’000’08
4,235,000 100 100
15,300,000 25,000 43,000 277,000 345,000
3,795,000 2,100 1,000 100 3,200
1,134,000 48,000 1,000 49,000
17,700,000 5,000 95,000 100,000
3,700,000 95,000 2,000 97,000
41,700,000 217,600 267,000 83,000 567,600
24,600,000 1,000,000 1,000,000

69,623,000 5,533,000 1,700,000 160,000 7,393,000

7,222,000 20,000 220,000 71,300 311,300
9,129,000 300,000 80,000 200,000 580,000
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Deaths
as % of
1939
population

2.63%
0.57%
1.59%
1.02%
0.00%
0.38%
1.16%
0.40%

3.86%
0.00%

2.25%

0.08%
4.62%

0.6%
2.62%
1.35%

4.07%
11.48%

4.31%
6.35%
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aimm Iceland®!

&l Indian
Empire®”

== INndonesia’®®!

— Iran?”]

E= Irag®®

B ¥ Ireland®®

Bl 1taly™

® Japan®!
e KorealZ
== Latvia"™

B L ithuania®

Luxembourg®

378,000,000

== |\Malaya’®®
&h Maltal®”
B0 Mexico™

Il Mongolia®
[ |

[ |
Netherlands!”

= 8 |
Newfoundland™!

== New
Zealand“?!

afe= Norway'’!
= Philippines**
Micronesial*!

mmm Poland!®

ER Portuguese

Timor

I | Romania*®
&0 Singaporel*”

== SOUtH
Africal™

119,000 200
87,000 1,500,000

69,435,000

14,340,000 200
3,698,000 1,000
2,960,000 200
44,394,000 301,400 145,100
71,380,000 2,120,000 580,000

4,000,000

23,400,000 378,000
1,995,000 147,000
2,575,000 212,000

295,000 1,300
4,391,000 100,000
269,000 1,500
19,320,000 100
819,000 300
8,729,000 15,800 109,300

300,000 1,000 100

1,629,000 11,900
2,945,000 3,000 5,800
16,000,000 57,000 - 90,000
1,900,000 57,000
34,849,000 240,000 2,360,000
500,000 55,000
19,934,000 300,000 64,000
728,000 50,000

10,160,000 11,900
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200 0.17%

1,587,000 0.42%
4,000,000 5.76%

200 0.00%

1,000 0.03%

200 0.00%

8,000 454,500 1.02%
2,700,000 3.78%
378,000 1.6%

80,000 227,000 11.38%
141,000 353,000 13.71%
700 2,000 0.68%
100,000 2.28%

1,500 0.56%

100 0.00%

300 0.04%

106,000 231,100 2.65%
1,100 0.37%

11,900 0.67%

700 9,500 0.32%
147,000 0.92%

57,000 3.00%

3’000’08 5,600,000 16.07%
55,000 11.00%

469,000 833,000 4.22%
50,000 6.87%

11,900 0.12%
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B Soviet 10,700,00 11,400,00 1,000,00 23,100,00
UnionT 168,500,000 0 0 0 0 13.71%
I Spaint®? 25,637,000 4,500 4,500 0.02%
== Sweden 6,341,000 200 2,000 2,200 0.03%
e itzerland 4,210,000 100 100 0.00%
== Thailand®™ 15,023,000 5,600 300 5,900 0.04%
o uniteg 47,760,000 382,700 67,100 449,800  0.94%
== United 131,028,000 416,800 1,700 418,500 0.32%
StatesPd o : : = oe70
== Yugoslavia® 15,400,000 446,000 514,000 67,000 1,027,000 6.67%
T 1,961,9130,8 25,273,88 41,843,88 5,754,48 72,872,58 B

Althougiv Hitler hhad torgeted Jews, yow can see e
was out to- kil exeryone un one of those demented world
domination schemes, even Germans wio- opposed s
ways were sent to- Dachaw and killed. 72 million dead.,
| coudel see tiem all piled higlhv and U seemed Hrey

wowld reach e moon. [n fotal, over 200,000 prisoners

er 15, 2008
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two—Huwds were political prisoners and nearly one-

thard Jews:
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The cold air and stillness of the empty camp forced
my eyes closed and | conlol see the campp flled as if |
were there during e war. My Bubbie and Zaida
(Gromdma & Grandpa) had told ws stories of Hreir

ancestors wirho- were killed i Hrese camps: Tlhe camp

withv ovens for people.
Yow heard me, ovens fo-
Kill people, | T cowdd see the

smoke rising from the foll chimneys, and | could taste
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the huwman asiv ay U fell Like sinow- i Hhe Germoun colol
winter. | opened my eyes to- make sure | way not really
theve. | read Hhe sign ow tive entrance thoat told of the
camp, U comsisted of 32 barracks, unclding one for
clergy imprisoned for opposing the Nazi regume and one
reserved for horriple medical experuments.

I at once way overcome by hate for these Naziy
paiv o the world, | was confuseo
though, did | hate German people for
Husy crime, was my trip someow- ruined kinowing tuis

happened here? Then U dawned onme, | really only
hated, Nazis, as German people were also- killed here by
Hiter, anyone wiro opposed Hitler and Hae Nazls was
slavngltered. Many German people helped Ihide Jews
ool some even tried to- assassinate Hutler uncluding
Claws yvon Stounffenberg wiro- s memoriadized un Hie Tom
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Cruise movie Valkyrie, anyone of Hrese many German
hero’s wiro stood wp fo- the erimes was killed of canght: |
guess when an conp dletot by et men overtivrows o
country and tren do-

horriple crimes Uike

A, R :
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reactions once they know- their
leaders are

[EXTRA THE smgs AMBSTR!PES \p XIR sl

HITLER . ...
DEAD ..

commit tie bad acts, Hhose wio- kinow-
Prte—— R K. Gy VA
bt equally as bad for doing nothving and tirose wivo-are
hevoie and stand up to- the tyranny ot the ruk of even
thelr oww deoativ It wowld not be faur for me to- judge all
Germany ay Nazlsy Herefore and | now kinew that | hated
Nazls and Hirose wiro- went along witiv Hhem without
raising Heir voices and | Loved Hie Germans wiro
opposed the Nazly and they were un fact heroes to- me.
When an el regume seizes power, the people suffer
U they do- not raise their arms and try to- stop if, even Uf
they had nothving to-do- witiv tive crimes. Therefore, UF
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wowldl not be fair to- hold all Germany responsiiple for
Hhose wio were guilty, especially n honor of those
Germany wiro- dMed trying fo- stopp ub agaun He unsung
heroes.
| made peace withv Germany and Hie German people
ool | kinewthat | hated Hiter, Naziy and their allies
WWIL. | now- hated anyone wiro- did Hiese Huings to-
anyone worlodwide and now becaunse of World War 1l
there are unternotional laws to- prevent thwy horror from
happening agoin. There B now a rulebook for worfare
called He Geneyva Conwvention and covwntries around the
world have joined to- prevent torture and wnyust wary
and keep the world safe from WW I, Perlaps from Hals
evll would come some good for hunmanity’s future.
| reflected on wirat was happening back unv Amerceo
witiv rumory that our leadery might be respovsible for
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sumidar violationy of torture and wor crumes, oF made me
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wonder how history would judge ws. Would Hre world
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see wy as hanving roiseds ovnr volces to- tyranny or
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condemin uy for being complacent? | moved on v my
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mund kinowing that the Germany | had seen and e
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Germany | had met were warm and wonderful to- me,
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that the past wirile U muwst not be forgotten must also-
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serve to- feaci future generations and to- learw from so-
that (b makes wy stronger
against exvil un the future. |
howe learned so- munch from

Germany. My bags were
packed ond the gear londed

wp, we headed to- the airport on a train and. my frienos
and | folked abouwt wiat o incredihle jouwrney tHus was
We remembered wiren we landed un Frankfurt, wirich iy
the financial capifol, and we changed owr flrst
American dolary to- Envoy, to- e amazing travel
attractions along thve way. Frankfuurt iy lhhome fo- He
University of Music and
Theatre and Hie Rivine
Ruwer, the most seenae section
withe castle~crested hWilly to-
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the bridge un Remagen, wiere Americon troops
breached Hutler's west wall, Uberating tive worlo

To- Cologne, where the
history of Germony's
religion iy adumised. in
Hue beandiful Gothic
Cathedial Hen - to-The State
Opera howse | i = i = wiere thes

Berlin v a ety | kinow | will newver forget! The
feelingsy and thouglhts Hivat go- thwrounglhh my mund wiren |
remember Hie Berlin Wall and how- it separated o
1 enfre country and the effecty of
wairtime Germany that stUL
affect some social growps today.
= The Brandenburg Gotes Hot

55 of 63
Monday, December 15, 2008



Joshua E.Z. Bernstein
Germany Journal
GEO Period E

GERMANY ROCKTOBERFEST TOUR FINALE
Reflections of the Past and Future of Germany
stand today are wide open, v diwrect contradiction fo-
the yeors | learned of wien soldiers guaroed Hem.
The overall
beawty of Germany Uy
breativtaking. The

cobplestone streets v
Rotivenherg and hhomes Hrat all look Uike gingerbread.

The garden—
- like Bavarian
Alps v Munich
| ave Uke an

pointing! No- wonder there are so- many artists Ln
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Germany, tivey are constantly wupired by tive natural
beaunty that surrounds them! After spending a day un
The Black Forest ond Thhe Bavoiian Forest; even | was

wspired to- paint!

My favorite (08 frawel
attraction of B Corvany (if
| had to- choose), ¢ would be

King Ludwig ll. Newschwanstein
Costle iy so- magnificent; Walt
Disney replicated it for Cinderella’s
coastle. The seconod way
 Hervenchiemsee, o replica of the
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Fromce. . Funally tive Linderihof Palace , the smallest of
Huree palaces buidt by King Ludwig Il of Bavaria and tie
ovdy one of wirich e lived to- see completion.
The fantasy ke castles remunded me of a foiry

tole. To- thunk He King
went mad and crazy
thhenw fo- e at o eorly
age and never engjoy
them.

[ will muiss the Strudel The gungerbread and
Gummil Baren were delicions too- and some of my
fovorite Germonn delicacies: It will be a long tume before |
Oktoherfest!
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Oktoberfest clearly
- definesy Germany ond Uy
B people with tons of foodd
and beer! Wihen Germany

BB 0wy

L s ot peace, they are

U partying in the streets fo-
celebrate. The tradition B going strong today and we all
are groteful there lhas not been a war since World War I
and Germany are aple to- grow and enjoy tHre beawnties
arovnol tHhem.

| leanve Germony rich witiv worm memories of

thelr eulture, a profouwnd understonding of their hWistory
and an enlightenment of art and beaunty. Ay | wone
goodhye to- the warm and wonderful people | lhave met |
soy, “Auf Wiederselen bis wiv wieder treffent!” Good-bye

wntll we meet againt Dankel
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Ay | slept on e plane lhhome, | staurted to- v bn
my dream Beethvovenw's 9t symphrony. A symphony
dedicated to- a poenm of friendsiip written by the famous
German poet Frederick Scihviller. Beetivoven then wrote
the ativ symphony wiric ends i Clroral finale wirere
the poem g sung, the voleesy sing as struments: |
realized Hhe poem and song were of universal
friendsiips and the spirit of love. | kinew that from Hre
ruing of Germony post, my spirtt and foitiv had renewed
un people, that we coudd conguer exh and Henw ovwr past
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hate of each otirer. It dawned on me that we now were
wv a very different war, the most umportant war the kidy
of the world now- face. Thisy war wos the war that

agoinst

evwrironmental destruction of the planet and. GOy
creatuares leading to-the possible extinction of life from
thws planet: To flght v wor, as resowrces are not
ndigenows to- geographical regions, b will take all of
the kids worldwide to- fight to- protect Mother Eartin
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togetiver as one people, withowt He scarred hvistory of
owr post interfering. If owr past hates blind wsy we may
not suceceed and faidimre wourld make wy ol dinosounry
fromv owr own hands

When | awoke v my England for a layover before

my trip to- Chvina (I o excited since | lvave been
learning Clhinese un sehrool), | kinew- | had to- write a
kiler ol to- unite the childiren. | kinew the lessons
lLearned from Germany would be a guiding force un Hrat
process. | had a few howrs wntil my flight and | took
owt my pen and begow to- wrute He notes, ot opened witiv
Jjazzed wp version of the qt b lhonor of two- of my
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foworute Germain artisty, Ludwig Voo

Beetiroven and Frederick Schviller.  Ode to- Joy

all andl peace owt!!
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