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February 1932: German unemployment hits 6 million. 

July 17: SA (Hitler's Stormtroopers) holds rally in communist part of Hamburg. Eighteen die in the incident. In all, 300 die in June and July in bloodiest German election campaign. 

July 31: Hitler's NSDAP (Nazis) is largest party with 37 per cent of the vote. 

November 6: NSDAP loses ground in new elections. 

January 30, 1933: President Hindenburg names Hitler chancellor. 

February 27-8: Reichstag fire provides pretext for Hitler to lift the civil rights provisions of the Weimar Republic constitution and crack down on political opponents. Communists and other leftists held. 

March 5: NSDAP gains 44 per cent in Weimar Republic's last multi-party elections. 

March 8: Setting up of concentration camps announced, although some are already in existence. 

March 23: Reichstag passes 'Ermaechtigungsgesetz,' signed into law by Hindenburg the same day, giving Hitler power to rule by decree. 

April 1: First official Nazi boycott of Jewish businesses draws little support. 

May 2: Trade union movement sidelined. 

May 10: Book burnings begin. 

June 22: Social Democratic Party (SPD) banned. Other parties follow. 

July 20: Concordat with Vatican guarantees Catholic Church can continue to operate in Germany provided priests are not politically active. 

October 14: Germany leaves League of Nations. 

June 30, 1934: Roehm Putsch puts SA leadership out of action. More than 80 SDA leaders are murdered on Hitler's orders. 

August 2: Hindenburg dies and Hitler takes on his functions. 
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Berlin - Senior officials of Germany's far-right National Democratic Party (NPD) move around with bodyguards, and the party's headquarters in suburban Berlin have security cameras outside. 

In Saxony, an eastern German state which has repeatedly been associated with neo-Nazi violence against foreigners, voters handed 12 out of the 124 state legislature seats to the NPD in a 2004 election. 

In Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania state, the NPD, the biggest of three far-right parties in Germany, later won six seats. 

Successes by the NPD, which has cultivated support among neo-Nazi toughs, worry many Germans. They see a chilling resemblance to the rise of the Nazis, who won 37 and then 33 per cent of the vote in two snap elections in 1932. 

That paved the way for the future dictator Adolf Hitler to be appointed German chancellor, with German elites believing they could keep the National Socialist Party under control. 

However, there are enormous differences between then and now, given that Germany has worked for six decades to root Nazi ideology out of its society. There is no freedom of speech for Nazi writings and symbols: they are outlawed. Hate crimes are regularly prosecuted. 

In 2000, Germany even began hearings to outlaw the NPD so that the group could no longer obtain any funding from the taxpayer. But senior judges ruled in 2003 that the evidence against the party had been illegally obtained and the hearings collapsed. 

NPD leader Udo Voigt, 55, a former army captain who has led the NPD for 12 years, is rarely seen on nationwide television. His group is believed to have only about 7,000 card-carrying members. 

The NPD insists it is not Nazi. 

A political scientist, Werner Patzelt of the Technical University of Dresden, has described the NPD as being united by old-fashioned chauvinism, hostility to democracy and the economic system based on market principles and a rejection of the pluralist idea that a modern society must be tolerant of political and racial differences. 

Although the NPD does not admit the media to its national congresses, a recent leak of a stash of internal NPD communications give a picture of a party whose supporters are often at risk of veering off in a Nazi direction. 

The liberal news magazine Der Spiegel quoted mails to Voigt from his deputy, Holger Apfel, who leads the party in Saxony, criticizing the leader's outreach to martial neo-Nazi groups which regard themselves as modern-day storm-troopers. 

Apfel, whose Saxon parliamentary caucus has shrunk to eight after resignations, warned that 'a few hundred idiots' could compromise the party's gains in political campaigning. Another Saxon NPD official attacked Voigt for paying such militants to paste up NPD posters. 

The NPD has not denied the authenticity of the emails, saying only that it cannot assess if Spiegel's hoard contains any forgeries. 

A Voigt statement on the NPD website said the material merely illustrated 'internal discussions like those that happen in every party,' proving the NPD was 'intellectually vital' and 'pluralist.' 

Spiegel has not explained how it obtained the documents, which also suggested the group has serious financial difficulties. 

It said the group had had to take a 500,000-euro (727,300 dollars) loan from Juergen Rieger, a lawyer, member of its national executive and trustee for the will of wealthy Wilhelm Tietjen, a deceased neo- Nazi. 

Tietjen reportedly left money to collect sperm to establish a 'pure' Aryan race, and according to Spiegel, some NPD leaders were annoyed at being associated with his peculiar theories. 

The party's key source of financing has been German state grants, which are automatically paid to parties in proportion to the number of votes they win at the polls and the value of donations received. 

But that can be a volatile source. After an audit in 2006 found financial irregularities, federal parliamentary officials fined the party about 870,000 euros, blasting a large hole in the NPD's budget. 

The party also has good cause to secure its suburban Berlin headquarters, since its members and its premises have been attacked violently by leftist radicals. 

Surveys show that most pro-NPD voters have limited education and are concentrated in economically backward areas of formerly communist eastern Germany. 

Germany's federal parliament excludes parties that fail to win at least 5 per cent of the nationwide vote. No far-right party has managed to surpass that threshold since 1945. 

Professor Juergen Falter of the University of Mainz has surveyed rightist views in Germany's population and has said far-right parties could at best win between 5 and 10 per cent of votes nationwide. 

The 'optimal conditions' for the rightists to achieve that mark at federal level have never occurred so far, Falter says. 

The German right is among the weakest of far-right movements in western Europe. Research by Falter and others has estimated a maximum voter potential across the continent as a whole at 15 per cent. 

