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Florida politicians rush to unload tainted Broward lawyer's 
contributions - $400,000 so far
By GEORGE BENNETT

Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

Tuesday, November 03, 2009

Fort Lauderdale attorney and money-raising bigfoot Scott Rothstein has achieved Enron status in
Florida political circles this week.

Just as politicians scrambled to shed their ties to the fraud-inflated energy company after its 2001 
bankruptcy, Florida elected officials this week are rushing to unload Rothstein-related campaign 
contributions after his law partners accused him of perpetrating a multimillion-dollar scheme to bilk 
investors.

A variety of candidates and the state GOP and Democratic Party 
pledged today to return about $400,000 worth of Rothstein-linked 
campaign cash. The money will go to charities, the remains of 
Rothstein's law firm and a victim-compensation fund, the former 
recipients of Rothstein largesse said.

Chief Financial Officer and Democratic governor candidate Alex Sink 
led the divestment parade Monday, announcing she was returning 
$2,000 she had received from Rothstein, his wife, the Rothstein 
Rosenfeldt Adler firm and a Rothstein business.

Sink's campaign also pledged to investigate other contributions for 
Rothstein links. It appears she has received about $4,500 from a string 
of business entities tied to Rothstein.

Rothstein's support for Sink was considered a major coup for Florida 
Democrats because he has been primarily a money-raiser for Republicans, including Gov. Charlie 
Crist and the presidential campaigns of George W. Bush and John McCain.
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"He was a major get for the Democrats," said Republican operative Roger Stone, who was a partner 
with Rothstein in a political consulting business based out of the Rothstein Rosenfeldt Adler law 
offices in Fort Lauderdale.

Stone said the consulting partnership was dissolved a few months ago, though he still rents office 
space from the law firm and said he visits about once a month.

Stone said he was "as surprised as anyone else" about the allegations against Rothstein.

The Florida Democratic Party said today it is returning a $200,000 check it received in September 
from Rothstein's law firm.

The Republican Party of Florida announced that it will give about $150,000 in Rothstein-related 
contributions received this year to a victim-compensation fund if one is set up.

The state GOP does not plan to return the $400,000-plus that it received from Rothstein and his law 
firm between 2002 and 2008.

"The contributions from previous cycles were spent to elect Republican candidates during those 
cycles," party spokeswoman Katie Betta said. "To my knowledge there has not been an instance 
where we have returned funding that was spent in a previous cycle."

U.S. Rep. Tom Rooney, R-Tequesta, is returning $4,600 he received in the last election cycle from 
Rothstein. Rooney is splitting the money between two charities: Mustard Seed Ministries, a nonprofit 
that helps the homeless in St. Lucie County, and the pro-adoption Care-Net of the Treasure Coast.

Rooney also received $4,600 from Rothstein's wife in 2008, but his campaign does not plan to return 
that money, a campaign spokesman said.

Crist's U.S. Senate campaign announced that it is returning $9,600 it received from Rothstein and his 
wife this year. The money will go to "a proper entity as soon as possible," Crist finance chairman 
Dane Eagle said.

Also promising to return Rothstein-related contributions is Senate President Jeff Atwater, R-North 
Palm Beach, whose campaign for CFO has received at least $11,500 in Rothstein-related money.

State Rep. Ellyn Bogdanoff, R-Fort Lauderdale, who is running for Atwater's Senate seat, says she 
will unload $10,500 given to her campaign this year by Rothstein, his wife and his businesses. A 
Bogdanoff political committee also plans to give back a Rothstein-linked contribution of $5,000, 
Bogdanoff's consultant said.

Page 2 of 4Florida politicians rush to unload tainted Broward lawyer's contributions - $400,000 so far

11/5/2009http://www.palmbeachpost.com/politics/content/state/epaper/2009/11/03/1103rothsteincon...



Fla. law firm seeks dissolution as lawyer probed 
(11/02/2009)

•

Diversity a must for law firms in Florida, panel tells 
attorneys (06/20/2008)

•

Expand this list

Obama Urges Homeowners to Refinance 
($90,000 Refinance $499/mo) See Rates -
SeeRefinanceRates.com

Super Cheap Car Insurance Quotes 
Get Discount Auto Insurance Quotes Online
USInsuranceOnline.com

Refinance Now at 4.25% Fixed 
No hidden fees-4.4% APR! No obligation.
MortgageRefinance.LendGo.com

Obama Gives $31 Billion for Student Aid 
Get Your Degree Now. Financial Aid &
www.ClassesUSA.com

Ads by Yahoo

Featured Service Directory
Glades Computer Solutions Oh no 561-685-7100 
Glades Computer Solutions Oh No... 

Residential & Commercial Construction 
REMODELINGáADDITIONS 561-324-4037 
Residential & Commercial Construction 
RemodelingáADDITIONS... 

View All Featured Service Directory

Page 3 of 4Florida politicians rush to unload tainted Broward lawyer's contributions - $400,000 so far

11/5/2009http://www.palmbeachpost.com/politics/content/state/epaper/2009/11/03/1103rothsteincon...



SITE INDEX 
 
NEWS 
 
Accent 
Archives back to 1989 
Business 
Health 
Local News 
Obituaries 
Opinion 
Post on Politics 
PostPix - View and 
Share Photos 
Sports 
Traffic 
Travel 
> Postcards - Local 
Travel Videos 
Treasure Coast Talk 
Video 
Weather 
> Local 5-day 
Forecast 
> Live radar 
> Hurricanes - 
STORM 2009.com 
> 
StormExpo2009.com

 
 

ENTERTAINMENT - 
pbpulse.com 
 
Arts & Culture 
Bars & Clubs 
Celebrity Gossip 
Dining 
Events 
Horoscopes 
Lottery 
Movie Showtimes, 
Reviews 
Music, Concerts 
Quizzes 
Sudoku 
TV Listings, Reviews 
 
BLOGS 
 
> Miami Dolphins - 
The Daily Dolphin 
> Real Estate - Real 
Time 
> Gossip - Jose 
Lambiet's Page 2 Live 
> Pop Culture - Leslie 
Gray Streeter 
> More blogs

 
 

SPORTS 
 
Colleges 
> Florida Atlantic 
Owls 
> Florida Gators 
> Florida State 
Seminoles 
> Miami 
Hurricanes 
High Schools - 
pbgametime.com 
Pros 
> Florida Marlins 
> Florida Panthers 
> Miami Dolphins 
> Miami Heat 
 
ON THE GO 
 
E-mail Newsletters 
Mobile Alerts & 
Services 
RSS Feeds

 
 

MARKETPLACE
 
Autos 
Jobs 
Merchandise, Pets, 
Furniture, etc. 
Place a Classified Ad 
Place a Celebrations 
Ad 
Real Estate 
Shopping 
Local Business 
Directory 
> Submit your listing 
 
Advertise in The Post
Advertise on 
PalmBeachPost.com 
 
SERVICES 
 
Customer Service 
Newspapers In 
Education 
Home Delivery, 
Subscriber Services 
Purchase a Photo 
Site Map

 
Copyright 2009 The Palm Beach Post. All rights reserved. By using PalmBeachPost.com, you accept

the terms of our visitor agreement. Please read it. 
Contact PalmBeachPost.com | Privacy Policy | About our ads 

 

 

Page 4 of 4Florida politicians rush to unload tainted Broward lawyer's contributions - $400,000 so far

11/5/2009http://www.palmbeachpost.com/politics/content/state/epaper/2009/11/03/1103rothsteincon...


