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« Action Alert: Huge Health Care Rally In Milwaukee 
Does Walker Even Stand A Chance Upstate? » 

Through The Looking Glass, Or Looking Deeper Into Scott Walker’s Campaign 
Finance Report 
Posted by Chris Liebenthal on July 27, 2009 

Last week, I discovered some oddities about Scott Walker’s recently released campaign financial report. I wasn’t the only one, as 
one of the oddities, his campaign manager apparently not getting paid by the campaign, was covered by Cory Liebmann at Eye 
on Wisconsin. 

As bad as those things seemed though, they weren’t nearly all there was as far as peculiarities go. 

As Rob at Walker’s Point blogsite points out, (plus being kind enough to download the entire report onto Scribs), one peculiarity 
is the fact that the Journal Broadcast Group is listed on page 460 as giving an expense refund of nearly $15,000 to the campaign. 
What makes it so odd is that in the report there is no listing of having paid the Journal Broadcast Group anything. Nor is there 
anything listed in the previous report. 

I find it extremely hard to believe that the JBG held on to $15,000 for over a year without paying it back, or the campaign had 
not asked for it in that long. Especially considering that Walker is a distant third in the money race. 

So where did that money come from? When and for what purpose did the campaign supposedly give it to JBG? Or is it 
something altogether different? 
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But there’s more, gentle reader. With Walker, there always seems to be more.

As I was looking at the JBG mystery, I came across another peculiarity. 

Michael Grebe, who Walker proudly announced earlier this year as his campaign chairman, gave Walker’s campaign $5,000 on 
June 29, 2009 (page 381 on Walker’ report for those that are following). Interestingly, on the very next day, June 30, is when it 
was reported that Walker named Grebe his campaign chair. 

This is where it gets really odd. And very, very convoluted. 

Grebe is the CEO of the Bradley Foundation. He is also on the advisory committee for the Metro Milwaukee Association of 
Commerce and a Co-Chair of the Milwaukee 7. 

Interestingly, Steven Smith is on the MMAC board as well as a member of the Milwaukee 7 board. Steven Smith is also the 
Chairman/CEO of Journal Communications (h/t to Tom Foley). Journal Communications is the parent company for Journal 
Broadcasting Group. 

Also worth noting at this point is the fact that Scott Walker is part of the MMAC and Milwaukee 7. 

So, thus far, we know that Walker, Smith and Grebe already have tight relationships, and all three serve on at least two boards 
together. Grebe gives Walker a huge contribution, and is suddenly the campaign chair. On top of that, Smith, head of the largest 
paper in southeast Wisconsin, has one of his subsidiary groups give Walker’s campaign an inexplicable campaign expense 
refund. 

But there is still more. 

As mentioned before, Grebe is the top banana at the Bradley Foundation. Also working at the Bradley Foundation is Janet 
Riordan, serving as their Director of Community Programs. Riordan is also Charlie Sykes’ current wife. 

It was recently reported on a different story, that Sykes, through his wife and other connections, is also pretty tight with Grebe 
and the Bradley foundation: 

McBride, who had a talk show on WTMJ-AM (620), suggested that the chief could count on Sykes. Journal 
Communications owns both WTMJ and the Journal Sentinel. 

“Sykes will probably never turn on you, not with his wife’s job, and not with the other ties he has to Bradley,” she 
wrote. “If I was a betting person, I’d say that Sykes came up with the idea to bring (George) Kelling here in the first 
place.” 

Sykes’ wife, Janet Riordan, works for the conservative Bradley Foundation. That group paid Kelling and another 
consultant to oversee the search for a new MPD chief two years ago. Sykes did not return a message Friday. 

Well, that certainly explains why Sykes has been repeatedly bemoaning the fact that Mark Neumann has entered the 
gubernatorial race, and has kept whining that Neumann should have ran against U.S. Senator Feingold again. 

And Smith’s role at Journal Communications would only emphasize Sykes’ push for Walker, not to mention the excessively 
favorable reporting and editorials coming from the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel. 

It is also rather frightening to consider how much of the TV stations, radio stations and newspapers that Journal Communications 
own in this state. Will Neumann or Doyle or any of Walker’s critics get any fair coverage? It seems unlikely. 

Now, for all I know, all of this, including that mysterious expense refund, might be logically explained. However, the deeper one 
looks at what is going on behind the scenes, it seems more like a machination so devilish that Niccolo Machiavelli would be 
jealous. At the very best, it is a perfect example of how bad the “old boys network” can get. 

This entry was posted on July 27, 2009 at 12:43 am and is filed under Uncategorized. Tagged: Scott Walker, Jim Doyle, 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 2010 Elections, Mark Neumann, Michael Grebe, Steven Smith, Charlie Sykes. You can follow any 
responses to this entry through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can leave a response, or trackback from your own site.  
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1.  

Eliot Bernstein said 

Your comment is awaiting moderation.  
August 20, 2009 at 12:38 pm 

MADOFF + STANFORD + DREIER + SATYAM + FISERV + ALBERT HU + The 1031 Tax Group LLC – Edward H. 
Okun = PROSKAUER ROSE & FOLEY & LARDNER 

Investors who have been burned in these scams should start to seek redress from the lawyers who were involved with these
scams. I personally have been trying to notify regulators and authorities of a ONE TRILLION DOLLAR scam that is 
putting states like New York and Florida at huge risk, as well as, companies like Intel, Lockheed, SGI and IBM. The states
and companies involved in the fraud fail to acknowledge the risk exposing shareholders and citizens to impending 
liabilities. Investigators, courts and federal agents ignoring the crimes and evidence, including a car-bombing attempt on 
my life. I know how Harry Markopolos felt trying to expose Madoff in a world without regulation. 
Did I hear Proskauer Rose is involved in Madoff (involved many clients too) and acted as Allen Stanford’s attorney. 
Investors who lost money in these scams should start looking at the law firm Proskauer’s assets for recovery. First, 
Proskauer partner Gregg Mashberg claims Madoff is a financial 9/11 for their clients, if they directed you to Madoff sue 
them. Then, Proskauer partner Thomas Sjoblom former enforcement dude for SEC and Allen Stanford attorney, declares 
PARTY IS OVER to Stanford employees and advises them to PRAY, this two days before SEC hearings. Then at 
hearings, he lies with Holt to SEC saying she only prepared with him but fails to mention Miami meeting at airport hanger. 
Then Sjoblom resigns after SEC begins investigation and sends note to SEC disaffirming all statements made by him and 
Proskauer, his butt on fire. If you were burned in Stanford sue Proskauer. 
Proskauer Rose, Foley & Lardner and Michael Grebe (former RNC Counsel, Bradley Foundation CEO and Former Foley 
CEO) are also in a TRILLION dollar FEDERAL LAWSUIT legally related to a WHISTLEBLOWER CASE also in 
FEDERAL COURT. Marc S. Dreier, brought in through Raymond A. Joao of Meltzer Lippe after putting 90+ patents of 
mine in his own name, is also a defendant in the Federal Case. 
The Trillion Dollar suit according to Judge Shira Scheindlin is one of PATENT THEFT, MURDER & A CAR 
BOMBING. For graphics on the car bombing visit http://www.iviewit.tv. 
The Federal Court cases 
United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit Docket 08-4873-cv – Bernstein, et al. v Appellate Division First 
Department Disciplinary Committee, et al. – TRILLION DOLLAR LAWSUIT 
Cases @ US District Court – Southern District NY 
(07cv09599) Anderson v The State of New York, et al. – WHISTLEBLOWER LAWSUIT 
(07cv11196) Bernstein, et al. v Appellate Division First Department Disciplinary Committee, et al. 
(07cv11612) Esposito v The State of New York, et al., 
(08cv00526) Capogrosso v New York State Commission on Judicial Conduct, et al., 
(08cv02391) McKeown v The State of New York, et al., 
(08cv02852) Galison v The State of New York, et al., 
(08cv03305) Carvel v The State of New York, et al., and, 
(08cv4053) Gizella Weisshaus v The State of New York, et al. 
(08cv4438) Suzanne McCormick v The State of New York, et al. 
( ) John L. Petrec-Tolino v. The State of New York 
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