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Manhattan District Attorney Robert Morgenthau announced today that his office
has opened an investigation into the Aug. 18 fire at the Deutsche Bank building
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Who was responsible to maintain the faulty water supply system that hampered
efforts to extinguish the fire? A faulty standpipe meant that firefighters had to hoist
rope up the building from street level with rope.

Robert Beddia, 53, of Staten Island, and Joseph Graffagnino, 33, of Brooklyn, died

in the fire which also injured at least 50 people.

The city fire marshal, the Department of Buildings and several other agencies are
in on the act, but Mr. Morgenthau's announcement raises the first prospect of
criminal charges.
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